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Supreme Court Case Files : Case # 38491

State of New Jersey v. Jonathan Smith

Case Number

38491

Case Type

Indictment for Seditious Words (on 

January 15, 1777, at the Eastern 

Precinct, Jonathan Smith is accused 

of uttering seditious words)

County

Somerset

Dates

1779

On January 15, 1777, at the Eastern Precinct, Jonathan Smith, in discourse with persons unknown, 

and in the presence and hearing of Charles Suydam, and certain other persons, being British 

Officers, was heard to say:  "I have been viewing the Rebel Guards along Millstone River, consisting 

of about two hundred men, and you may easily take them with four hundred Men; for they are 

Rebels, and Cowards, and will not fight.  I am afraid to lodge in my own House on Account of the 

Rebels."

See also:  SSV00002-Supreme Court Minutes, Book 60, April Term 1779, page 270
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https://nj.gov/state/darm/WebCatalogPDF/SSV00002_SC_Minutes/SSV00002_SC_Minute_Bk_60_p_264-277_April_1779.pdf
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