Case No. 38505

State of New Jersey v. Jesse Smith
Indictment for Seditious Words (on August 15, 1778, at Mendham, Jesse Smith is
accused of uttering seditious words)
Morris : 1778

New Jersey State Archives

Supreme Court of New Jersey
Case Files, 1704 - 1844 (SSV00001)

10/23/2025



Supreme Court Case Files : Case # 38505
State of New Jersey v. Jesse Smith

Case Number  Case Type County Dates
38505 Indictment for Seditious Words (on Morris 1778

August 15, 1778, at Mendham, Jesse
Smith is accused of uttering seditious
words)

On August 15, 1778, at Mendham, Jesse Smith, in discourse with Nathan Leech, was heard to say:
"We have rebelled against the King; the King will not put up his swords; before Christmas they will
be up [in Morris County] and kill Women and Children™.

See also: SOY00001-Morris County Oyer & Terminer Minutes, September 24-October 1, 1778,
page 7, and page 9

PLAINTIFF State of New Jersey

DEFENDANT Smith, Jesse (Yeoman) (of Mendham)

NAMED IN CASE Leech, Nathan (on behalf of the State; [detail from SOY00001-
Morris O&T Minutes, 1778, p. 9])

OFFICIAL Paterson, William (Attorney General)

JUROR Burnet, James (Petit Jury; [detail from SOY00001-Morris O&T

Minutes, 1778, p. 9])

JUROR Conklin, Stephen (Petit Jury; [detail from SOY00001-Morris
O&T Minutes, 1778, p. 9])

JUROR Day, Stephen (Esquire) (Petit Jury; [detail from SOY00001-
Morris O&T Minutes, 1778, p. 9])

JUROR Horton, Nathaniel (Petit Jury; [detail from SOY00001-Morris
O&T Minutes, 1778, p. 9])

JUROR Kinney, Thomas (Petit Jury; [detail from SOY00001-Morris
O&T Minutes, 1778, p. 9])

JUROR Kitchel, Aaron (Esquire) (Petit Jury; [detail from SOY00001-
Morris O&T Minutes, 1778, p. 9])

Page 1 of 2


https://nj.gov/state/darm/WebCatalogPDF/SOY00001_Oyer_Terminer_Minutes/SOY00001_Morris_Oyer_Terminer_Minutes_September_24-October_1_1778.pdf
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JUROR Kitchel, Uzal (Petit Jury; [detail from SOY00001-Morris O&T
Minutes, 1778, p. 9])

JUROR Ludlow, James (Petit Jury; [detail from SOY00001-Morris O&T
Minutes, 1778, p. 9])

JUROR Ludlum, Cornelius (Petit Jury; [detail from SOY00001-Morris
O&T Minutes, 1778, p. 9])

JUROR Stiles, Ebenezer (Petit Jury; [detail from SOY00001-Morris
O&T Minutes, 1778, p. 9])

JUROR Stiles, Jonathan Jr. (Petit Jury; [detail from SOY00001-Morris
O&T Minutes, 1778, p. 9])

JURY FOREMAN Brookfield, John (Esquire) (Petit Jury; [detail from SOY00001-
Morris O&T Minutes, 1778, p. 9])

JURY FOREMAN Wood, Joseph (Grand Jury)
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