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State of New Jersey v. Jacob Thorne

Case Number

38843

Case Type

Indictment for Seditious Words (on 

December 10, 1776, at Spanktown, 

Jacob Thorne, in conversation with 

Christopher Marsh and within the 

hearing of Peter Marsh, is accused of 

uttering seditious words )

County

Middlesex and Morris

Dates

1777

On December 10, 1776, at Spanktown, Jacob Thorne was heard to say the following: "If I judge the 

persons from whom the Hay and other things are taken to be friends to [the King's] Government they 

will be paid; if they are not friends to [the King's] Government they [procurers for the King] will 

take Hay and Grain without Pay."  And, he further said concerning James Mumford: "I think the best 

thing he [James Mumford] can do will be to enlist in the regular Service [of the King] under 

[Lieutenant Colonel Edward Vaughn] Dongan [of Middlesex, who joined the Enemy]."

See also: SOY00001-Morris County Oyer & Terminer Minutes, October 16-November 12, 1777, 

page 15, pages 27-29, and page 37

State of New JerseyPLAINTIFF

Thorne, Jacob (Yeoman) (of Woodbridge)DEFENDANT

Young, William  (£300 security for the appearance of Jacob 

Thorne; [detail from SOY00001-Morris O&T Minutes, 1777, p. 

15])

ENJOINED IN BOND

Dongan, Edward Vaughn (Lieutenant Colonel) (of Middlesex 

County; Loyalist in the service of the King)

NAMED IN CASE

Mumford, JamesNAMED IN CASE

Lane, Abraham  (on behalf of Jacob Thorne; [detail from 

SOY00001-Morris O&T Minutes, 1777, p. 29])

EVIDENCE (WITNESS 

CALLED)

Marsh, Christopher  (on behalf of the State; [detail from 

SOY00001-Morris O&T Minutes, 1777, p. 29])

EVIDENCE (WITNESS 

CALLED)

Marsh, Peter  (on behalf of the State; [detail from SOY00001-

Morris O&T Minutes, 1777, p. 27-29])

EVIDENCE (WITNESS 

CALLED)
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Oliver, Joseph  (on behalf of Jacob Thorne; [detail from 

SOY00001-Morris O&T Minutes, 1777, p. 29])

EVIDENCE (WITNESS 

CALLED)

Tucker, John  (on behalf of Jacob Thorne; [detail from 

SOY00001-Morris O&T Minutes, 1777, p. 29])

EVIDENCE (WITNESS 

CALLED)

Williams, Moses  (on behalf of Jacob Thorne; [detail from 

SOY00001-Morris O&T Minutes, 1777, p. 29])

EVIDENCE (WITNESS 

CALLED)

Boudinot, [Unrecorded] Jr. (Attorney) (for Jacob Thorne; [detail 

from SOY00001-Morris O&T Minutes, 1777, p. 29])

OFFICIAL

Ogden, [Unrecorded] (Attorney) (for Jacob Thorne; [detail from 

SOY00001-Morris O&T Minutes, 1777, p. 29])

OFFICIAL

Paterson, William (Attorney General)OFFICIAL

Baylor, Augustine  ([detail from SOY00001-Morris O&T 

Minutes, 1777, p. 29])

JUROR

Bott, William  ([detail from SOY00001-Morris O&T Minutes, 

1777, p. 29])

JUROR

Carey, John  ([detail from SOY00001-Morris O&T Minutes, 

1777, p. 29])

JUROR

Cook, Daniel  ([detail from SOY00001-Morris O&T Minutes, 

1777, p. 29])

JUROR

Lyon, Mattaniah  ([detail from SOY00001-Morris O&T Minutes, 

1777, p. 29])

JUROR

Mitchel, John  ([detail from SOY00001-Morris O&T Minutes, 

1777, p. 29])

JUROR

Nichols, Walter  ([detail from SOY00001-Morris O&T Minutes, 

1777, p. 29])

JUROR

Phillips, George  ([detail from SOY00001-Morris O&T Minutes, 

1777, p. 29])

JUROR
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Pitney, Benjamin  ([detail from SOY00001-Morris O&T 

Minutes, 1777, p. 29])

JUROR

Roberts, John  ([detail from SOY00001-Morris O&T Minutes, 

1777, p. 29])

JUROR

Tuttle, David  ([detail from SOY00001-Morris O&T Minutes, 

1777, p. 29])

JUROR

Horton, ElijahJURY FOREMAN
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