Case No. 5997

David Cowell v. Nathan Beakes Jr.

Trespass on the Case (£10,000 damages; for depriving David Cowell of the service of
Adam, a negro slave). [File includes a letter dated September 1778 in which David
Cowell sets forth that Adam may work for others]

Hunterdon : 1780 - 1783

New Jersey State Archives
Supreme Court of New Jersey
Case Files, 1704 - 1844 (SSV00001)

1/16/2026



Supreme Court Case Files : Case # 5997
David Cowell v. Nathan Beakes Jr.

Case Number Case Type County Dates
5997 Trespass on the Case (£10,000 Hunterdon 1780 - 1783

damages; for depriving David Cowell
of the service of Adam, a negro
slave). [File includes a letter dated
September 1778 in which David
Cowell sets forth that Adam may

work for others]

On September 12, 1778, a certain negro slave named Adam was retained for life
in service of David Cowell. Throughout the following year David Cowell
acquired divers great profits and advantages from the labor and service of the said
negro slave Adam, his servant. Includes a letter dated September 1778 in which
David Cowell sets forth that Adam may work for others within a seven mile
radius, and after making restitution of 300 pounds may keep whatever he earns; in
every respect as a Free Man [...]

PLAINTIFF

DEFENDANT

NAMED IN CASE

OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL

Cowell, David (Enslaver of Adam, a negro)
Beakes, Nathan Jr.

Negro, Adam (a certain Negro Slave named Adam; Enslaved by
David Cowell)

Anderson, J. (Sheriff of Hunterdon)

Bainbridge, Edmond (Referee) (also on jury list)
Beatty, John (Dr.) (Referee)

Brearley, David (Chief Justice)

Corshon, J. (Sheriff of Hunterdon)

Houston, [Unrecorded] (Clerk)

Ketcham, Benjamin (Referee) (also on jury list)

Olden, Joseph (Referee)
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Supreme Court Case Files : Case # 5997
David Cowell v. Nathan Beakes Jr.

OFFICIAL Paterson, William (Attorney) (for Nathan Beakes Jr.)
OFFICIAL Reed, Bowes (Attorney) (for David Cowell)
OFFICIAL Willing, John (Referee) (also on jury list)
JUROR Abbott, Daniel

JUROR Agnew, Daniel

JUROR Apleton, Josiah

JUROR Baker, Timothy

JUROR Blackwell, Jacob

JUROR Bodine, John

JUROR Bulman, Thomas

JUROR Ely, George

JUROR Green, William

JUROR Hart, Moses

JUROR Houton, Abner

JUROR Howell, Christopher

JUROR Hunt, Richard

JUROR Ketcham, John

JUROR Kotts, Conrad

JUROR Moore, Job

JUROR Neal, Robert
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JUROR

JUROR

JUROR

JUROR

Supreme Court Case Files : Case # 5997
David Cowell v. Nathan Beakes Jr.

Rose, Charles
Rozell, John
Singer, John
Smith, Benjamin

Vandolar, Garrett
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An ORDIN AN CE,

Relative to the Capture and Condemnation of
Prizes,

H E United States in Congrefls affembled, taking into confideration, the implacable

war waged againfl them by the King of Great-Britain, and judging it inconfiftent with

their dignity, as a free and independent nation, any longer to continue indulgencies

and exemptions to any of the fubjects of their enemy, who is obftinately bent upon
their deftrudtion or fubjugation, have thought it proper to ordain and order, and it is hereby
Ordained and Ordered, That hence forward general Reprifals be granted againft the fhips, goods
and fubjects of the King of Great-Britain; fo that, as well the fleets and fhips of thefe United
States, as alfo all other fhips and veflels commiflioned by letters of marque or’general reprifals,
or otherwife, by the authority of the United States in Congrefs aflembled, fhall and may law-
fully feize all fhips, veflels and goods belonging to the King or Crown of Great-Britain, or to
his fubjects, or others inhabiting within any of the territories or poffeflions of the aforefaid
King of Great-Britain, and bring them to judgment inany of the courts of admiralty that now
‘are or hereafter may be eftablifhed in any of thefe United States, by the authority of the United
States in Congrefs affembled ; and the faid courts of admiralty are hereby authorized and re-
quired to take cognizance of, and judicially to proceed upon all and all manner of captures,
feizures, prizes and reprifals of all fhipsand goods that are or fhall be taken, and to hear and -
determine the fame, and, according to the courfe of admiralty and the laws of nations, to ad-
judge and condernn all fuch fhips, veffels and goods, as fhall belong to the King of Great-Britain
or to his fobjecs, or to any others inhabiting within any of the countries, territories or domi-
nions, or polleflions of the aforefaid King of Great-Britain :

And that the board of admiralty or fecretary of marine forthwith prepare,and lay before the
United States in Congrefs aflembled, a dranght of inftructions for fuch ihips or veflels as fhall
be commiffionated for the purpofes abovementioned.

And it is hereby farther Ordained, That the deftrudtion of papers, or the poffeffion of double
~ papers, by any captured veflel, fhall be deemed and taken as jut caufe for the condemnation of
fuch captured veflel ; and that, whenany prize, having been taken and poflefled by the enemy
twenty-four hours, fhall be re-taken from them, the whole of fuch re-captured prize fhall be
condemned, for the ufe of the re-captors; but, in cafes where the prize fhall have continued
in the poileflion of the enemy lefs than twenty-four hours, it fhall be reftored to the original
owner or owners, except one third part of the true value thereof, which fhall be allowed as
falvage to the re-captors.

And it is hereby farther Ordained, That the citizens and inhabitants of thefe United States,
be, and they hereby are ftrictly enjoined and required, to abftain from all intercowrfe, corre-
fpondence or dealings, whatfoever, with thg fubjects of the faid King of Great-Britain, while at
open war with thefe United States, as they will anfwer the fame at their peril; and the Execu-
tives of the feveral States are hereby called upon to take the moft vigilant and effectual mea-
fures for detecting and fuppreffing fuch intercourfe, correfpondence or dealings, and bring-
ing the anthors thereof, or thofe concerned therein, to condign punithment. .

And, in order the more effectnally to remove every colourable pretence for continuing fuch
intercourfe, it is hereby Qrdained, That, from and after the firlt day of November next, no be-
nefit fhall be claimed from, nor countenance or regard paid to, any letters of paflport or fafe
condut®, heretofore granted by the Congrefs of the United States, to any of the citizens or in-
habitants thereof, or to any perfonor perfons whatever, for the removal of their property or
effects from places within the dominions or pofleflions of the faid King of Great-Britain:

+

Provided, always, That this Ordinance fhall not extend to authorife the capture or condem=
nation of any veflel belonging to aay inhabitant of Bermudas, which being loaded with fale
only, may arrive in any of thefe United States, on or before the firft day of May next.

And it is hereby Ordained, That all former a@s or refolutions of Congrefs, contrary to the te-
nor, true intent and meaning of this Ordinance, be and they ave hereby repealed.

DONE, by the United States in Congrefs affembled,
the T'wenty {eventh Day.of March, in the Year of Qur
Lord One Thoufand Seven Hundred and Eighty One,
-and in the Fifth Year of OCur Independence.

SAMUEL HUNTINGTON, Prefident.

Atteft.
CHARLLS THOMSON, Secretary.

PHILADELPHUFA: Printed by DAVID €, €ELAYPOOLS,
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