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Supreme Court Case Files : Case # 5997

David Cowell v. Nathan Beakes Jr.

Case Number

5997
Case Type

Trespass on the Case (£10,000 
damages; for depriving David Cowell 
of the service of Adam, a negro 
slave).  [File includes a letter dated 
September 1778 in which David 
Cowell sets forth that Adam may 
work for others]

County

Hunterdon
Dates

1780 - 1783

On September 12, 1778, a certain negro slave named Adam was retained for life 
in service of David Cowell.  Throughout the following year David Cowell 
acquired divers great profits and advantages from the labor and service of the said 
negro slave Adam, his servant.  Includes a letter dated September 1778 in which 
David Cowell sets forth that Adam may work for others within a seven mile 
radius, and after making restitution of 300 pounds may keep whatever he earns; in 
every respect as a Free Man […]

Cowell, David  (Enslaver of Adam, a negro)PLAINTIFF

Beakes, Nathan Jr.DEFENDANT

Negro, Adam  (a certain Negro Slave named Adam; Enslaved by 
David Cowell)

NAMED IN CASE

Anderson, J. (Sheriff of Hunterdon)OFFICIAL

Bainbridge, Edmond (Referee) (also on jury list)OFFICIAL

Beatty, John (Dr.) (Referee)OFFICIAL

Brearley, David (Chief Justice)OFFICIAL

Corshon, J. (Sheriff of Hunterdon)OFFICIAL

Houston, [Unrecorded] (Clerk)OFFICIAL

Ketcham, Benjamin (Referee) (also on jury list)OFFICIAL

Olden, Joseph (Referee)OFFICIAL
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Paterson, William (Attorney) (for Nathan Beakes Jr.)OFFICIAL

Reed, Bowes (Attorney) (for David Cowell)OFFICIAL

Willing, John (Referee) (also on jury list)OFFICIAL

Abbott, DanielJUROR

Agnew, DanielJUROR

Apleton, JosiahJUROR

Baker, TimothyJUROR

Blackwell, JacobJUROR

Bodine, JohnJUROR

Bulman, ThomasJUROR

Ely, GeorgeJUROR

Green, WilliamJUROR

Hart, MosesJUROR

Houton, AbnerJUROR

Howell, ChristopherJUROR

Hunt, RichardJUROR

Ketcham, JohnJUROR

Kotts, ConradJUROR

Moore, JobJUROR

Neal, RobertJUROR
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Rose, CharlesJUROR

Rozell, JohnJUROR

Singer, JohnJUROR

Smith, BenjaminJUROR

Vandolar, GarrettJUROR
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