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State of New Jersey v. Charles Morgan 
Indictment for Misdemeanor 

On March 10, 1818, at South Amboy Township, Charles Morgan is accused of 
taking and carrying away Negro Clause, then being a servant for years of one Lewis Compton 

with the design and intent that the place of residence of the said Negro Clause  
should be changed without his consent 
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Middlesex Court of Oyer and Terminer 
June 1818 

State of New Jersey v. James Edgar 
Indictment for Misdemeanor 

On March 10, 1818, at Perth Amboy Township, James Edgar is accused of 
aiding and abetting Lewis Compton in taking and carrying away a certain negro man named Claus,  

then and there being a servant for years of the said Lewis Compton,  
from and out of the state of New Jersey with the intent to send him, the negro man Claus, 

to the state of Louisiana 
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Memorandum concerning the removal of slaves from Perth Amboy, March 10, 1818. 
Concerning the circumstances by which Negro Claus, enslaved by Lewis Compton, 

came to be put onto the brig, Mary Ann, bound for New Orleans. 
Includes accounts from James Skinner Jr., John Young, Abraham Webb,  

Aaron Hassart, and John Disborough [Disbrow]. 
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This is document appears to be an unofficial record of witness statements relating the circumstances 
whereby Claus, a black man enslaved by Lewis Compton, came to be consigned to Charles Morgan and 
put onto the Brig “Mary Ann” bound for New Orleans, March 10, 1818.   

The following is an approximate transcription.  The original documents follow below. 

[Page 1] 

James Skinner [JP?]   
10 March 1818.    
Brig Maryann, Capt[ain] Lee, cleared from Amboy for New Orleans.  Laid at anchor near Hook as Lee [?] 
understood [?]  
Def[endant]t had a Negro, Claus.  On [the] same day Compt[on] applied to bring Claus before him on [a] 
charge of theft.  [Claus] was brought in [the] evening by James Edgar[.] Court has [Claus] commit[t]ed by 
Mit[t]imus to Goal.  [He] was pinioned in [the] presence of [the] Justice.   
Compton has told witness since [that] Claus had run away from him.   
Charles Morgan cleared Brig with slaves as owner. 

[Page 2] 

John Young  
Knew Claus belonged to [the] Def[endan]t.  
[He] has not seen him since [the] Sloop Thorn was said to have taken Slaves to [the] vessel at the Hook.    
[Witness] mentioned his absence to Compton.   [He was] never told what had become of him.   
On the day of March [tenth ?] 1818, witness and Compton were coming to Brunswick [and] met Hassart 
on the road.   
Compton told – Witness [that] he had business with Hassart and went back. 

[Page 3] 

Abraham Webb  
Knew Claus and has not seen him since he was taken before Justice Skinner.  Compton on the evening of 
that day asked witness if he had not a boat at the shore[, which he] said he had.  Compton wanted him 
to go to South Amboy. 
 
[Page 3-4] 

Aaron Hassart  
Met Compton on [the] road [the] day Mary Ann cleared.   
Compt[on] said he wanted to see Nich[olas] Van Wickell or C[harles] Morgan.  
Wit[tness] told him he could see one of them at Amboy and Def[endan]t went back.   
Morgan cleared [?] Slaves. 
 

[Page 4] 

John Disborough  
Was Capt[ain] of [the] Sloop Thorn[, which] was chart[er]ed by Morgan to carry some Slaves to [the] 
Hook to [be] put on board a Brig bound to New Orleans.   



[He] describes how they were brought.  A Black man was brought and put on board [the] boat by 
Compton and Edgar Const[able ?].   
[The man] was tied when he came over [and] was put on board Mary Ann at [the] Hook. 
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