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Voter Registration Requirements 
Question 1 

Who can register to vote? 
To register in New Jersey, you must be: 

1. A United States citizen, 
2. At least 17 years old, though you may not vote until you have reached the age of 18 
3. A resident of the State and County at least 30 days before the election, and 
4. A person not serving a sentence of incarceration as the result of a conviction of any indictable offense 

under the laws of this or another state or of the United States 

Question 2 
Can someone register to vote if he or she has been charged with a crime, but 
not yet convicted? 
Yes. In addition, any person who is a pre-trial detainee does not lose the right to vote while he or she is 
awaiting trial, even if the person is in jail. 

Question 3 
Can someone register to vote if he or she is on parole or probation? 
Yes. 

Question 4 
Can someone who is out on bail pending appeal of a conviction be eligible to 
register and vote? 
Yes. Because this person is not in prison while his or her appeal is pending, he or she is eligible to 
register and vote. 

Question 5 
How does someone register to vote? 
A voter registration application must be completed. 
You can register to vote online at Elections.NJ.gov or by filling out a paper application.  Paper 
applications are available for download at Elections.NJ.gov and are also available in the offices of 
the New Jersey Division of Elections, County Commissioners of Registration and Municipal Clerk 
offices. You can also register to vote at the New Jersey Motor Vehicle Commission (www.nj.gov/mvc). 
You can call 1-877-NJVOTER (1-877-658-6837) to request an application be sent to you via mail. 

http://www.nj.gov/mvc
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Question 6 
What are the requirements to complete a registration? 
 
To register online, you will need your date of birth and one of the following forms of identification: 
 
A current and valid Driver’s License or a non-driver Identification Card (ID card) issued by the New 
Jersey Motor Vehicle Commission (MVC). Your information will be provided to the MVC to validate 
identification, and to retrieve a copy of your digitized signature. 
-or- 
A Social Security number. To use your social security number, you must have the ability to sign on-
screen or upload your signature to complete the registration process. If you are unable to provide a 
digital signature, you cannot register online. 
 
To register with the paper form, the registrant should fill out the form by printing clearly in black or 
blue ink. The form may be difficult to process if this is not done. All the sections that apply to the 
registrant must be completed, including the birth date and the signature. 
There are also check-off boxes at the top of the form that must be completed. The registrant can also 
use the form to apply for Vote-By-Mail. 

Question 7 
Is it legal to get assistance in completing the form? 
Yes.  Another person can help in filling out a voter registration form. That person must provide his or her 
name and address on the bottom of the form. 

Question 8 
Can a voter registration form be used to declare political party membership? 
Yes, in section 3 of the online registration application and in section 13 of the paper form. 

Question 9 
Does a voter have to re-register to vote if he or she moves within the State? 
If a voter moves between counties, he or she must re-register in the new county. 
If a voter moves within the county, he or she should notify the County Commissioner of Registration of 
the new address. This will assure that the voter’s name will be in the right poll book when he or she 
votes. 
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Question 10 
Are there any identification requirements to register to vote? 
 
Every person registering to vote must provide his or her NJ driver’s license number or MVC non-driver ID 
number. If the registrant does not have either a driver’s license or MVC ID, the last four numbers of his or her 
social security number must be provided. These numbers will be verified by the New Jersey Motor Vehicle 
Commission. The registrant will be notified if the numbers cannot be matched. If the registrant does not 
have a driver’s license, MVC non-driver ID or social security number, they cannot complete an online 
application. If completing a paper application, the box in section 7 must be checked off.  
 
If you are a first-time registrant by mail and you do not have a driver’s license number, MVC non-
driver ID or a social security number, or the information you provide cannot be verified, you will be 
asked to provide a copy of a current and valid photo id, or a document with your name and current 
address on it to avoid having to provide identification at the polling place. 

Question 11 
Where is the completed voter registration form sent? 
Completed voter registration applications can go to the State Division 
of Elections or the Office of the County Commissioner of Registration in the county in which you live. 
The form can be mailed or hand-delivered to one of these offices. 

Question 12 
Is there a deadline to register to vote before an election? 
Yes, the registration deadline is 21 days before the election. 
A mailed voter registration form that is postmarked on or before the 21st day before the election is 
considered on time. 
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Voting 
Question 13 

Who decides if the application is accepted? 
The County Commissioner of Registration will review the form. The County Commissioner will notify 
the registrant, by mail, if the form has been accepted or if there are any defects. The registrant will 
have the opportunity to correct any errors so that the form will be accepted. 

Question 14 
How does a voter know where his or her polling place is? 
Every voter is sent a sample ballot, no later than a week before the election, which gives the address 
of the polling place. 
The Municipal Clerk or the County Board of Election office can also provide this information. 
 
You can also find your polling place by visiting: https://voter.svrs.nj.gov/polling-place-search 

Question 15 
Do voters need to show identification before voting at the polling place on 
election day? 
A first-time registrant by mail who did not provide identification (see #9) before voting for the first 
time, will have to show identification at the polling place in order to vote in the voting machine. If this 
voter votes by mail ballot instead, a copy of an identifying document must be included with the 
ballot. 
Any voter may be challenged at the polling place by a challenger who believes the voter is not qualified 
to vote. That voter may have to show identification at the request of the poll workers in order to resolve the 
challenge. 
It is a good idea for all voters to bring identification to the polling place in case it is needed. 
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Question 16 
What if a first-time registrant by mail did not provide identification before voting 
at the polling place for the first time and shows up at the polling place without 
identification? 
That voter must vote by provisional ballot. He or she cannot vote in the voting machine. 

Question 17 
Can the first-time registrant who registered to vote-by-mail, is voting for the 
first time in his or her current county and who voted by provisional ballot 
show identification after voting? 
 
Yes, that voter will have up until two days after the election to show identification to the County 
Commissioner of Registration during regular business hours. 
If this voter does not present identification by this deadline, the provisional ballot will not be 
counted. 

Question 18 
What if a registered voter cannot go to the polling place on election day? 
Under New Jersey law, any voter can vote-by-mail for any election. 
A voter must complete a Vote-by-Mail application.  Vote-by-Mail applications can be downloaded at 
Elections.NJ.gov and are also available in the offices of the New Jersey Division of Elections and 
County Clerk.   
You can also call 1-877-NJVOTER (1-877-658-6837) to request an application be sent to you via 
mail.   
Completed applications must be sent to the County Clerk. 
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Question 19 
Can a voter who votes by mail or provisional ballot find out if the ballot was 
counted? 

 
Yes, voters can track their provisional and vote by mail ballot through their 
NJ Voter Information System Account. Please visit TrackMyBallot.nj.gov. 
 
First time users have to create an account and will need either a Driver’s License Number, Last 4 
digits of SSN, or Voter ID Number to validate voter registration status. 
 
If you don’t know your Voter ID number, use the “Voter Search” tool at: 
https://voter.svrs.nj.gov/registration-check to obtain your “Voter ID”.  
 
If you are unable to obtain your Voter ID utilizing the “Voter Search” tool, please contact your 
Superintendent of Elections or Commissioner of Registration. 
 
Voters can also call 1-877-NJ-VOTER (1-877-658-6837) to find out the status of their provisional 
or vote by mail ballot. 
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