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STATE OF NEW JERSEY
DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Pine D, Mureiry P.O. Box 300 Lr. Governor Tanestia L. Way
Governor Trexton, NJ 08625-0300 Secretary of State

Dear Friends,

Since 2018, in my capacity as New Jersey Secretary of State, | have had the honor of
working closely with the staff and board of the New Jersey State Council on the Arts.
With historic state funding in Fiscal Year 2023, the Council has been able to provide a
record number of grants and services to support the organizations, individuals, and
communities that make up New Jersey’s essential arts industry.

Moreover, the Council works constantly to foster a thriving, resilient, and dynamic arts
ecosystem statewide through a fair and equitable distribution of state dollars. While data
can only tell part of the story of why the arts matter, this report seeks to quantify the impact
of public support for New Jersey’s arts organizations and artists.

To those in New Jersey's arts community and those who never stop advocating for the
arts, thank you for your unwavering support. Together, let us continue to champion the
arts and create a future filled with creativity, expression, and inspiration for all.

Sincerely,
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STATE OF NEW JERSEY
DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Prie D. MurpHy Lt. Governor TasesHA L. Way
Governor Secretary of State

NEw Jmsey STATE COUNCIL ON THE ARTS
P.O. BOX 306
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625-0306

ELIZABETH MATTSON
Chair

The Council’s goal in creating this report is to recap the spending and programs of Fiscal Year 2023 and
to provide a snapshot of what we’ve done and how we, as an agency, remain accountable to the field
and to the people of New Jersey.

Living through the last few years has been difficult. Living it in public service, in the arts, in New Jersey,
in grantmaking, has been an exceptional learning experience. Thankfully we had and have a field
receptive to our communication, our invitations to share with us their needs, challenges, and
opportunities in a variety of ways, over time. And we have a staff and board willing to listen, not accept
the status quo, and make change. And the more we learn, the more strategic with our support we can
be.

It is such an incredible time to be doing this work. And as challenging as it is sometimes, we are

grateful for the opportunity to do it — for the arts, and for the people of New Jersey.
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Elizabeth Mattson, Chair Allison Tratner, Executive Director
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Q VKH O MDVXUH SDWHG DQG VKH J RYHUQRUM QHG

$ ERXV\B V D®Z FUIHDMQJ VKH 1 HZ - HOH 6VIVA & RXQFLCRQ VIKH $ UV
DQG GLLHPVIQJ XV VR GR D@D QHFHWDU DQG
DSSWRSUDWM VR VXSSRUNVHQFRXWDI H DQG | RWHMUS XEQE
LOVAUHVALQ VIKH DUV HQMU H SXEQF DQG SUYDWH
UHVRXUFHV GHYRWAG VR VIKH DUV SLRP RV ILHHGRP Rl
H SUHWRQ 1O ViIKH DUV DQG | DFLOVIVH VKH LOFOAMRQ RI DUV
LQ HYHY SXEQE EXI@BLQ] Q1 HZ - HUH

C LYHOAW (TXIW $ FFHW QFCXVLRQ

\Q1HZ -HUH Z HNQRZ VKDWGLYHUAW LV RQH RI RXU

J LHDWMAMHQI VKV 7KH 1 HZ - HUMH\ 6 VDV & RXQFLORQ VKH

$ UV HP EWFHV VKH SUQFLS®IVRI GLYHUAW HTXIW DFFHW
DQG LQFOXMIRQ ' ($, LQ DADVSHFWRI RXUZ RWN : WK D
IRFXV RQ GIDWDLQJ GDVD DQG DFFRXQVDELOW Z H Z LD
FROVQXH VR DWHW DQG FKDGBIQJ H LQHT XIMHV LGHQW\ J DSV
LQ HQJ DI HP HQWDQG VHUWYLFH DQG | RFXV RQ VKH GHVDLY VKDW
VKDSHW WHP LF FKDQJ H
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