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MIDDLESEX COUNTY

MUNICIPAL CROSS-ACCEPTANCE

QUESTIONNAIRE

2004-2005 Cross-Acceptance Process

State Goal 1: Revitalize the State’s Cities and Towns

Middlesex County continues to develop its Strategic Planning Process focused on revitalizing seven (7) central urban and older suburban areas of the County. The County is seeking, or will be seeking, endorsement of the plans (based on three group strategic plans). Group I, the Arthur Kill-Raritan and Metropark SPAs Plan, has been completed in an initial draft which has been submitted to the OSG for preliminary review. The Group II (Route 287 and Route 18 corridor areas) plan is in preparation and the Group III (Route 130, Turnpike Interchange 8A and Southern Route 1 Corridors) is in the initial stages of data collection. The Strategic Planning process was initiated as a result of the Growth Management Plan Phases I through III prepared from 1990 through 1995.   


Final Report, Growth Management Plan Phase I, June 5, 1990


Final Report, Middlesex County Growth Management Strategy, Phase II (July 1992)

Final Report Middlesex County Growth Management Strategy Phase III 

(December 1995)

Middlesex County has also, through various County programs and projects encouraged urban revitalization. The Middlesex County Vocational and Technical School system has recently constructed a new vocational school in Perth Amboy. The school site was carefully planned to be the centerpiece of the restoration of a “brownfield” area to revitalize an underutilized area of the City. 

The County is also actively pursuing the dredging of the Raritan River to allow development of a waterfront facility (known as Raritan Landing) in New Brunswick that will open downtown New Brunswick to boat access. The County has also committed strong financial support to the New Brunswick Cultural Center for the restoration and upgrading of the State Theater, assistance to Rutgers University, and the New Brunswick Development Corporation to construct a major hotel, conference, and education facility in downtown New Brunswick (the Heldrich Center).

State Goal 1: Revitalize the State’s Cities and Towns (continued)
The County has also earmarked capital funding for improvements to pedestrian safety in New Brunswick. 

The County has been extensively expanded and improved County buildings supporting the regional, County court, public safety, and government functions provided in the City of New Brunswick. 

The County College has also expanded its offering by opening downtown branches in New Brunswick and Perth Amboy. 

The Middlesex County Board of Chosen Freeholders has, for the past three (3) years provided competitive downtown improvement grants to implement street scape and façade improvements. To date the County has provided $1,750,000. in grants for improvements to strengthen central business districts in 19 towns. 

State Goal 2: Conserve the State’s Natural Resources


Middlesex County has through its Public Works Department established a pilot program to introduce hybrid vehicles in the County vehicle fleet. To date five (5) such vehicles have been purchased. They are being evaluated now. If they are successful, the fleet may be expanded. The County is also considering possible use of bio-diesel fuel. 

Middlesex County has led the state (for the past 8 years) in its recycling program. Over 60% of the County’s solid waste is recycled. In the Year 2000, the County achieved its highest rate at over 65%. The County Recycling Program includes a successful paint recycling program (426,575 pounds in 2003), an electronics recycling drop off program (123,651.55 pounds in 2003), battery recycling (27,500 pounds in 2003), the curbside collection program (paper, cardboard, glass, metals, cloth and other) and the yard waste (composting) program.   

State Goal 3: Promote Beneficial Economic Growth, Development, and Renewal for all Residents of New Jersey


Besides the activity previously identified in Goal 1, the County has taken an active role in promoting economic growth. 


The County maintains an Office of Economic Development that works closely with the State and municipalities to facilitate business expansion in the County. The County provides information and assistance to companies seeking to locate in the County. The County maintains a web site with up to date information about the County.


The Middlesex County Improvement Authority (MCIA) works closely with municipalities to prepare redevelopment plans for brownfields and underutilized sites in the County. The MCIA is actively working with the Borough of Sayreville Redevelopment Authority to seek the clean up and redevelopment of the 450 acre former NL Industries paint manufacturing plant site along the Raritan River. The MCIA is also assisting Perth Amboy with redevelopment technical assistance, Milltown with the Ford Avenue Redevelopment Project, 

State Goal 3: Promote Beneficial Economic Growth, Development, and Renewal for all Residents of New Jersey (continued)

Dunellen with Transit oriented redevelopment, New Brunswick with Raritan Landing, and Monroe with the proposed minor league ball park.


The Middlesex County Agriculture Development Board (CADB) assists the County’s farmers to maintain the agricultural component of the County economy. The CADB’s Comprehensive Farmland Preservation Plan (May 8, 2001) was adopted by the Middlesex County Planning Board as an element of the County Comprehensive Plan. (See Goal 7 for additional information.)   

State Goal 4: Protect the Environment, Prevent, and Clean Up Pollution


The Middlesex County Planning Board has adopted the Lower Raritan-Middlesex County Wastewater Management Plan (September 7, 2000) that identifies future sewer service area delineations and treatment facilities to meet the County’s needs through 2015. The plan is amended or revised periodically to reflect changing conditions. 


The County has also adopted a Recommended Aquifer Protection Strategy for Middlesex County, New Jersey (December 1999) to encourage protection of the groundwater supply resources of the County.  



The Lower Raritan-Middlesex County Water Resources Association provides advice and stakeholder input on water resources management issues. 


The County continues to hold household hazardous waste collection days, operating drop-off locations on a rotating basis throughout the County. In 2003, the County received 51,205 gallons of waste from 5,272 County residents. The County Solid Waste Advisory Committee continues to advise the County regarding the Middlesex County Solid Waste Management Plan which is implemented through periodic amendments. 


The Middlesex County Utilities Authority operates and maintains the regional stormwater collection and treatment system that serves much of the County plus municipalities in the Lower Raritan watershed in Somerset and Union Counties.


The County, with a NJDEP 319(h) grant, is developing a pilot project for stream bank stabilization in the County’s Merrill Park on the South Branch of the Rahway River. The County has also received a second 319(h) grant to prepare a Regional Stormwater Management Plan consistent with the new NJDEP Stormwater Management Rules. The Regional Stormwater Management Plan is being prepared for the Devil’s, Shallow, Cedar, and Cranbury Brooks in the Millstone River Basin in the Southwestern part of the County.


The Middlesex County Urban Forestry Advisory Committee has since 1992 promoted the preservation and wherever possible the restoration of tree resources in the County. The Committee has solicited and recommended to the Board of Chosen Freeholders nine (9) annual rounds of planting grant projects. Three hundred thirty four thousand seven hundred fifty eight 

State Goal 4: Protect the Environment, Prevent, and Clean Up Pollution (continued)

dollars ($334,758) in grants have been given to municipalities, schools and nonprofit organizations to plant trees to implement 72 projects, resulting in 3,274 new trees and 2,109 new shrubs and herbaceous plants in riparian greenway, park, and school ground locations throughout the County. The Committee is currently working to finalize the Middlesex County Community Forestry Management Plan. 


The Middlesex County Health Department also provides environmental pollution protection enforcement under the County Environmental Health Act (CEHA). The CEHA programs apply to all 25 municipalities in the County.

State Goal 5: Provide Adequate Public Facilities and Services at a Reasonable Cost

 
Middlesex County has constructed, maintains, and is currently expanding a Fire Training Academy that provides state and local emergency management and fire personnel with up to date training opportunities.


The County maintains and is renovating the Roosevelt Care Center in Edison as a modern 180 bed nursing home. The County also maintains a hospice facility. 


The County Health Department provides local public health services for 20 of the County’s municipalities.


The County also provides resources and assistance to County municipalities through the Office of Emergency Management and Hazardous Materials Response Units. The County Health and Emergency Management agencies coordinate Homeland Security and emergency response planning and implementation. 


The County has recently consolidated its Areawide Transportation System (AWTS) into a new county Transportation Department. The system continues to provide cost effective transportation to jobs and other essential activities for senior citizens and the disabled.


The County also maintains the Adult Corrections and Juvenile Detention facilities.


The Middlesex County College, through its main campus in Edison and satellite branches in Perth Amboy and New Brunswick provides higher education to 12,000 students. 


The County Vocational and Technical School System services the vocational training needs of 8,400 students. 

State Goal 6: Provide Adequate Housing at a Reasonable Cost
     
The County contributes to maintain the County Department of Housing and Community Development. For 23 out of 25 municipalities the County operates the Federal HOME Investment Partnership. This program provides financing to create additional units of low income housing. On behalf of the 23 participating municipalities, the County has a Consolidated Housing Plan meeting HUD specifications. The plan identifies goals and objectives for low and moderate income housing. The Plan is approved by the Board of Chosen Freeholders.     

State Goal 6: Provide Adequate Housing at a Reasonable Cost (continued)

The County Freeholders have set aside $1 million a year for five (5) years for affordable housing for senior and disabled county residents. Two million dollars ($2 million) has been budgeted to date. This funding supports projects implemented through the Community Development Block Grant program for municipalities to rehabilitate housing or construct new units. 


The County Planning Board encourages affordable housing through expedited application of the County’s subdivision and site plan procedures.


The County operates a public housing agency to provide rental subsidies serving 400 families in 16 municipalities. Each of the other nine municipalities has a housing authority of its own. 

The County will be starting a low income home ownership program starting in January 2005. This will provide down payment and closing cost assistance to eligible applicants. 

State Goal 7: Preserve and Enhance Areas with Historic, Cultural, Scenic, Open Space, and Recreational Value
     
The Middlesex County Planning Board has adopted an Open Space and Recreation Plan (February 11, 2003). This plan supports the implementation of Open Space acquisition and development projects under the County’s Open Space, Recreation, and Farmland and Historic Preservation Trust Fund. The Trust Fund was established in 1996 and provides a dedicated funding source of $.03 per $100. of equalized assessed valuation in the County tax rate. The County has added almost 4,000 acres of County owned open space under the Trust Fund, bringing the County open space system to over 9,000 acres. The County has also used the Trust Fund to assist municipalities to acquire open space and develop recreation facilities. The County has also assisted municipalities to acquire almost 500 acres of open space.


The County has also set a goal in its Comprehensive Farmland Preservation Plan (adopted May 8, 2001) to preserve 5,920 acres of farmland in the County. To date the Middlesex County Farmland Preservation program has achieved the preservation of 3,528.5 acres of farmland on 31 farms.


Middlesex County also has preserved and maintained significant historic and cultural resources. The County has created the East Jersey Old Towne Village area in Johnson Park in Piscataway, near the historic location of the colonial Raritan Landing community. This collection 

of relocated and restored structures on approximately four (4) acres is a significant teaching resource for the County. The County has also restored the Low House, also in Piscataway and part of the original Raritan Landing community. This structure serves as the County Museum and has provided space for many displays of historic and cultural aspects of life in Middlesex County. 


The County has recently completed the first phase of the Old Bridge Waterfront Walkway along Raritan Bay. The project provides the opportunity for magnificent views across the Raritan Bay and up to the Arthur Kill. Phase II of this project is now beginning construction. 

State Goal 7: Preserve and Enhance Areas with Historic, Cultural, Scenic, Open Space, and Recreational Value (continued)
The County continues to seek municipal cooperation to implement a regional waterfront walkway system along the entire bay shore and up the Arthur Kill to the Rahway River.


Middlesex County has completed the development of the “Level Playing Fields” complex in the County’s Roosevelt Park. This award winning facility provides active recreation opportunities for individuals with disabilities. 

State Goal 8: Ensure Sound and Integrated Planning and Implementation Statewide

The County is now, for the third time, conducting the State Plan Cross-acceptance process. The County has brought together municipal and county planners and other stakeholders to review and discuss State planning issues. The County, through its ongoing Strategic Planning Process, has created the Smart Growth Task Force to provide the opportunity for municipalities, State agencies, interest groups, and the public to provide input on future growth objectives and the infrastructure needed to support that growth.  

Recommended State Goal 9: Promote Cost-Effective, Environmentally Sensitive Mobility for People and Goods Statewide (Transportation is a fundamental attribute of human activity. It deserves to be treated as a separate goal in the State Plan.)

   
Middlesex County has long advocated multi-modal transportation within the County and the region. The County Planning Board has produced and adopted the Middlesex County Transportation Plan (May 1999) and the Middlesex County Bicycle Pedestrian Plan (March 2002). These plans are maintained with the input of the Middlesex County Transportation Coordinating Committee and the Middlesex County Bicycle and Pedestrian Task Force. 


The County continues to seek the implementation of roadway, transit, bicycle and pedestrian improvements that meet County needs and prevents or mitigates regional traffic impacts on local communities. 


The County plans for and maintains the County road system within Middlesex County. Through the County Subdivision and Site Plan Review process the County Planning Board achieves the improvement of County roads and drainage facilities to facilitate movement to 

accommodate trips generated by new development. The County also seeks to coordinate mass transit services to most effectively serve the County’s residents and workers. The County regularly advises State agencies and seeks to communicate public transit needs to the State. The County considers “mass transit” to include all forms of fixed route and demand responsive transportation. This includes service to the elderly and disabled.
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