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MEMORANDUM

to:
MEMBERS OF THE PLAN DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE





from:
Maura K. mcmanimon, executive director

date:
SeptemBER 1, 2005

re:
Approach for considering proposed map changes from the counties and the public

	
 


PURPOSE:
Staff is recommending that the PDC endorse the attached Mapping Approach that staff will use to guide them when forming responses to recommendations from the Counties and the public for changes to the Preliminary State Plan Policy Map (PSPPM) and when meeting with county staff to identify areas of agreement and areas needing further discussion with the PDC and SPC.  Recommendations from the County and the public that result in larger policy issues will be deferred to the PDC and the SPC for further consideration before meeting with County staff.

BACKGROUND:


As you know, the PDC originally considered the “Approach for considering county proposed map changes” at the August 3 committee meeting.  Based on comments from committee members and the public, the Committee approved the Approach as presented conditioned on OSG staff consulting with the Departments of Environmental Protection and Agriculture to “tweak” the guidelines to achieve the greatest degree of agreement between the Agencies without compromising the need to balance growth with preservation of the State’s significant resources.  OSG staff consulted with staff from NJDEP and Agriculture, and amended the Approach accordingly.  Most significantly, the approach is amended as follows:

· Underscore the definition of the Preliminary State Plan Policy Map as a geographic application of the plan goals, strategies and policies, and only those recommendations that are consistent with the intent of those goals, strategies, and policies will be considered for agreement.

· Staff will consider existing or permitted wastewater or water supply infrastructure systems, existing development, and either the existence of agricultural lands outside of sewer service areas as identified on SADC’s Strategic Targeting Project or the existence of one or more verifiable and documented environmentally sensitive features when responding to planning area changes.

· Definitions of terms were included in the document to eliminate ambiguities.

· Representation of historic districts and sites on the final State Plan Policy Map was removed from the mapping criteria document and will be left to a larger policy discussion at the next PDC meetings

· Staff will evaluate mapping changes in their overall context and the staff recommendations will be based on a determination of whether the proposed change is consistent with the Preliminary State Plan.

· Any state agency may bring situations that do not fall under the approved criteria to the PDC & SPC for discussion.

Any additional amendments were made to correct grammatical errors or clarify ambiguities, but did not change the underlying intent of staff’s approach to responding to recommended mapping changes.   

