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RESOLUTION

APPROVAL OF RULE PROPOSAL PROVIDING FOR READOPTION

OF STATE PLANNING RULES, WITH CERTAIN AMENDMENTS TO CHAPTER 7, 
FOR PUBLICATION IN THE NEW JERSEY REGISTER


WHEREAS, the State Planning Commission has been created pursuant to the State Planning Act, N.J.S.A. 52:18A-196 et seq.; and

WHEREAS, the State Planning Act requires that the State Planning Commission prepare, revise, and readopt a State Development and Redevelopment Plan every three years, and

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 52:18A-203 of the State Planning Act authorizes the State Planning Commission to adopt rules and regulations to carry out its purposes including the preparation and adoption of a State Development and Redevelopment Plan; the undertaking of a cross-acceptance process in conjunction therewith; and the establishment of procedures to endorse municipal, county and regional plans that are consistent with the State Development and Redevelopment Plan; and


WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:18A-203, the State Planning Commission adopted Chapter 7 of the State Planning Rules on April 28, 2004 that established plan endorsement, a tool developed by the State Planning Commission to provide technical assistance and the coordination for municipalities, counties, regional and State agencies to meet the publicly supported goals of the State Planning Act; and


WHEREAS, plan endorsement is a voluntary review process that is designed to assist governments at all levels to develop and implement plans that will achieve the goals, polices and strategies of the State Development and Redevelopment Plan; and

WHEREAS, the State Planning Commission, adopted the regulations pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:18A-203 with the intent of thereafter reviewing and revising these regulations, to the extent necessary and appropriate, as it considers petitions for plan endorsement under the new process, and, in doing so, to draw upon the lessons learned; and
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WHEREAS, the plan endorsement rules and regulations previously adopted by the State Planning Commission have been in place for three years during which the Commission has determined that the plan endorsement process set forth in Chapter 7 of the State Planning Rules needs to be reworked to address certain issues; and


WHEREAS, based on the lessons learned, certain amendments to Chapter 7 of the State Planning Rules are now being proposed including elimination of initial and advanced plan endorsement and the ambiguities associated with the two step process, addition of a community visioning requirement; development of a contract between a petitioner and the state agencies tailored to the individual characteristics of each petitioner clearly outlining the requirements and benefits of plan endorsement; ability to prepare documents for endorsement before final consideration by the State Planning Commission; enhanced coordination of state agency regulations, programs and policies to support implementation of endorsed plans; and increased number of public hearings and meetings throughout the process; and  

WHEREAS, the State Planning Commission has accordingly determined that amendments to Chapter 7 of the State Planning Rules related to plan endorsement shall be published in the New Jersey Register in accordance with the requirements established under the Administrative Procedures Act, N.J.S.A. 52:14B-1 et seq., to receive public comment on the proposal before final adoption.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the State Planning Commission, pursuant to its authority under N.J.S.A. 52:18A-203 of the State Planning Act, hereby authorizes the publication of a rule proposal providing for amendments to Chapter 7 of the State Planning Rules, N.J.A.C. 5:85-7, in accordance with the requirements of the Administrative Procedures Act, N.J.S.A. 52:14B-1 et seq.; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chairman of the State Planning Commission and the Executive Director of the Office of State Planning are hereby authorized to execute such documents and to take such other actions as may be necessary or appropriate for the publication of this rule proposal.

