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MEMORANDUM

 

TO:



State Planning Commission

                           FROM:



Donna Rendeiro, Executive Director

                           RE:



Petition for Map Amendment-Lower Alloway’s Creek







Salem County

                           DATE:



August 27, 2021

On April 16, 2021, PSEG submitted a Map Amendment Application (attached) which OPA reviewed and found to be complete and fully complies with subchapter NJAC 5:85-8.3 and NJAC 5:85-8.4. Supplemental material beyond that required by the rules was requested and received on May 6th (also attached). 

The map amendment petition has undergone a 45-day agency review period and a 90-day public comment period. OPA has received one agency comment from USFWS (the petition was forwarded to federal as well as state agencies due to its size scope and location), and one public comment. (A response document is attached.) 

Staff performed a completion review and a review of the merits of the request and is in a position to present its findings.  Attached you will find a staff memorandum that details the review and the recommendations, along with the justification for the recommendation.  I support the recommendation of staff for approval for the following reasons:

The project will support the South Jersey Wind Port project and will concentrate future water-dependent industrial development adjacent to an existing industrial use.  

The development of this portion of the South Jersey Wind Port on environmentally disturbed land in an area with non-height restricted shipping access, existing infrastructure, and a population in need of economic stimulus is an appropriate use for this site.  Multiple agencies are working to facilitate this opportunity to put New Jersey in a position where it can meet its ambitious energy goals for reducing greenhouse gas and meet much of its energy demand with offshore wind energy. Salem County’s economy is in great need of an infusion of jobs and investment that would come with this project. 

Phase I of this project has recently been awarded the permits that it needs from NJ DEP, suggesting that the environmental consideration associated with its placement in and around sensitive wetlands have been reviewed and approved. The newly acquired land (via a transfer from US ACE) adds 151.4 acres to the existing node, 111.5 of which (73.6%) is a retired CDF (Contained Disposal Facility) for dredge materials.

The proposal is consistent with the goals of the State Plan, the Energy Master Plan, and DEP’s Climate Change Strategy.  As a result, I recommend that the State Planning Commission approve the proposed map amendment. 
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