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Executive Director’s Report

January 16, 2007
PLAN ENDORSEMENT UPDATE

Since the last SPC meeting, we have held pre-petition meetings with

· Mendham Borough, Morris County – Dec. 11 

· Metuchen Borough, Middlesex County – Dec. 11 

· Galloway Township, Atlantic County – Dec. 18

· Hopewell Township, Mercer County – Jan. 15 

· Neptune Township, Monmouth County – Jan. 15 

Upcoming Pre-petition meetings 

· Long Branch City, Monmouth County – Jan. 22
· Hopatcong Borough, Sussex County – Feb. 5
New Plan Endorsement
· Several communities have created a Plan Endorsement Advisory Committee, including:

1. Hopewell Township (Cumberland) - Waived in favor of the TDR Committee

2. Millville City (Cumberland)

3. Robbinsville Township (Mercer)

4. Plumsted Township (Ocean) 
5. Bedminster Township (Somerset) 

6. Frankford Township (Sussex) 

7. Newton Town (Sussex) 

· Communities that are currently preparing to appoint an Advisory Committee include: 

1. Red Bank Borough (Monmouth) 

2. Metuchen Borough (Middlesex)

3. Somerville Borough (Somerset)
4. Raritan Borough (Somerset)
5. Bridgewater Township (Somerset)
· OSG anticipates receiving formal authorized self-assessment reports in the near future from: 
· Hopewell Township, Cumberland County

· Plumsted Township, Ocean County

· Newton Town, Sussex County

· Once we receive the formal submission, OSG and the state agencies will begin the Opportunities and Constraints Assessment. 

Suggested amendments to the Municipal Plan Endorsement Guidelines
Amendments - see hand-out:  

Municipal Self-assessment Mapping Submission Requirements:

· Mapping requirements are now bulleted rather than in paragraph form.  

· Additional submission requirements include: 

· Required submission of a digital zoning map and zoning schedule for use in the Opportunities and Constraints Assessment. 
· Submission of square footage of commercial properties, number of households and acreage of vacant lands per the municipal tax assessment. 
· Language is amended to require rather than encourage submission of information regarding: 

· Any proposed changes to the State Plan Policy Map, 

· Mapping changes in GIS format including metadata, 
· Parcel of other pertinent mapping, if available.  

In addition, we would like to amend the description of the Opportunities and Constraints Assessment in the Guidelines to reflect that the Assessment will provide a prediction of what the community will look like at build-out rather than at intervals of 5, 10, 15 and 20 years from now. 
OSG Outreach Plan: 

As you know, OSG has created numerous guidance documents to help petitioners navigate the new plan endorsement process.  

By the end of the week, OSG intends to provide an email update to interested parties, state agency representatives, and county planning directors describing the resources that have been updated and the new resources that will be posted on the Plan Endorsement page of the OSG website, including: 

· If approved, update to the Guidelines on mapping submission requirements and Opportunities and Constraints Assessment; 
· Update to the Municipal Self-assessment template report with regard to mapping submission requirements; 
· Posting of checklist for submission of Advisory Committee requirements and Self-assessment Report,
· Posting of sample resolutions and notices; and 
· Posting of visioning standards; 
Update on Rule Proposals: 

· We plan to have the proposed rules published in New Jersey Register in late Jan. or early Feb. 

· There will be a 60-day comment period on the rules.

New Guidelines

· OSG is working to develop Guidelines for Special Resource Area Plans and County Plans. 
New MOUs: 

We are working to develop and update Memoranda of Agreement with numerous state agencies to facilitate the implementation of principles of smart growth across agency policies, programs, regulations and funding decisions.  

Status of petitions for Plan Endorsement: 
· There are 16 active petitions for Plan Endorsement.  
· OSG is preparing consistency reports on the following petitions: 

· Ocean City, Cape May County – by Feb. 13

· Logan Township, Gloucester County – by Feb. 25

· Woolwich Township, Gloucester County – by Feb. 28

· Cape May Point Borough, Cape May County – by March 7

· OSG is preparing or working with petitioners to revise Action Plans on the following petitions: 

· Mansfield Township, Burlington County

· Sea Isle City, Cape May County

· Holland Township, Hunterdon County

· Monmouth County

· Lakewood Township, Ocean County

· Toms River Township, Ocean County

Main Street Update

On December 27, 2007, Commissioner Doria announced newest members of the Main Street community.  
· Newton (Sussex) and Somerville (Somerset) received the Traditional MSNJ designation.  
· Caldwell (Essex), Maple Shade (Burlington), Montclair (Essex) and Orange (Essex) received the Partner level designation.  
About MSNJ Designations: 
· Traditional designations are given to towns that are ranked the highest during the application process and already have full time staffing for the downtown.  

· Partner designations are given to towns whose focus will mostly be on organization, development, growth and awareness in the initial year.  

· Pending successful review after the first year, Partners can then move up to Traditional designation.

Smart Future Planning Grants

· On January 4, 2008, OSG announced that the Office is now accepting applications for the 2008 round of Smart Future Planning Grants.  
· OSG conducted numerous pre-application meetings with interested applicants last week to discuss the specifics of the grant application process.  

Grant categories include: 
· Community Visioning,
· Agriculture Retention and Farmland Preservation,

· Transit Oriented Design,

· Reconnecting Your Community,

· Urban TDR, and 

· Neighborhood Planning.
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