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R E S O L U T I O N

ESTABLISHING A COOPERATIVE PLANNING PROCESS FOR

STATE AGENCY COORDINATION AND COOPERATION

TO ACHIEVE SOUND AND INTEGRATED STATEWIDE LAND USE PLANNING


WHEREAS, the Legislature, in 1986, enacted the State Planning Act, N.J.S.A. 52:18A-196 et seq., recognizing that New Jersey, the nation’s most densely populated State, requires sound and integrated statewide planning and coordination of statewide planning with local and regional planning in order to conserve the State’s natural resources, revitalize its urban centers, protect the quality of its environment, and provide needed housing and adequate public services at a reasonable cost while promoting beneficial economic growth, development and renewal; and

WHEREAS, the State Planning Act, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:18a-205, requires that each State agency make available to the State Planning Commission (Commission) any studies, surveys, plans, data and other materials or information concerning the capital, land use, environmental, transportation, economic development and human services plans and programs of the agency, county, municipality or political subdivision; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:18A-202(a), the Commission has been created pursuant to the State Planning Act to, inter alia, prepare, maintain and revise the State Development and Redevelopment Plan (State Plan), and to give due consideration to the plans of state Agencies in developing the State Plan; and
WHEREAS, the State Plan is a policy document, representing a balance of development and conservation objectives best suited to meet the needs of the State, developed through a consensus process, taking into account feedback from planning entities, including State agencies used as a tool to guide decisions regarding, inter alia, land use, for all relevant State agencies as well as municipal, county and other governmental agencies performing planning related functions.  

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:18A-201(b)(2), the Commission is required to review the plans prepared by other State agencies and coordinate planning to avoid or mitigate conflicts between plans; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:18A-19(c), the Commission is empowered to develop and promote procedures to facilitate cooperation and coordination among State agencies and local governments with regard to the development of plans, programs and policies which affect land use, environmental, capital and economic development issues; and
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WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:18A-204 the Commission is entitled to call to its assistance any personnel of any State agency or county, municipality or political subdivision thereof as it may require in order to perform its duties; and

WHEREAS, it is mutually beneficial to the Commission, and its State agency members to work cooperatively to foster efficient, coordinated and consistent handling of planning functions between and among the various State agencies, municipalities and other relevant planning entities, while enabling each agency to carry out its respective statutory responsibilities; and


WHEREAS, the cooperative planning process will:  advance coordinated and comprehensive planning in the State, result in greater predictability and transparency in planning with respect to meeting the mandates of the Commission and its State agency members, increase consistency of State agency functional plans with the State Plan and will benefit State agencies, counties, municipalities and the public; and

WHEREAS, it is in the best interests of the State of New Jersey for the Office of Smart Growth and the State agencies represented on the Commission to work in a cooperative manner in order to avoid protracted efforts to remedy and mitigate conflicting functional plans and programs among State agencies, and to participate in a coordinated, proactive and efficient planning process that enables each agency to carry out its respective statutory responsibilities while also being consistent with the goals and policies of the State Plan. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Commission hereby agrees that:  

Each member State agency and its affiliates, shall:

Coordinate Master Plan and Functional Plan Development

· Inform the Commission, through the Executive Director of the Office of Smart Growth (Executive Director), of all activities related to preparation of any Master Plan or Functional Plan impacting land use, environmental, capital and economic development issues, including but not limited to infrastructure extensions, within 10 days of initiation of said activities;

· afford the Commission the option to include a member of its staff on any task force, committee or other group tasked with preparing said Plan;

· provide at least one electronic copy of each draft of said plan, disseminated for review,  within 10 days of production of said draft of said plan; 
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· afford staff of the Office of Smart Growth a comment and review period of at least 30 days prior to public release of said plan, for the purposes of evaluating said plan for conformance and consistency with State Plan goals;

· afford due consideration to input by staff of the Office of Smart Growth on consistency of said plans with State Plan goals; and

· revise said plans to reflect said input while being consistent with legislative mandates behind development of said plans.  

Coordinate Rulemaking

· Inform the Commission, through the Executive Director, of all activities related to drafting of rules impacting land use, including but not limited to:  water supply management and control, natural resource management, land use preservation, farmland protection, affordable housing supply) within 10 days of initiation of said activities;

· afford the Commission the option to include a member of its staff on any task force, committee or other group tasked with drafting said rules;

· provide at least one electronic copy of each draft of said rules, disseminated for review,  within 10 days of production of said draft of said rules;

· afford staff of the Commission a comment and review period of at least 30 days prior to public release of said rules, for the purposes of evaluating said rules for conformance and consistency with State Plan goals and providing meaningful input regarding same;

· afford due consideration to input by staff of the Commission on consistency of said rules with State Plan goals; and

· revise said rules to reflect said input while being consistent with legislative mandates behind development of said rules.  

Coordinate Lawmaking

· Inform the Commission, through the Executive Director, of all activities related to drafting of statutes impacting land use, including but not limited to:  water supply management and control, natural resource management, land use preservation, farmland protection, affordable housing supply) within 10 days of initiation of said activities;

· afford the State Planning Commission the option to include a member of its staff on any task force, committee or other group tasked with drafting said statutes;

· provide at least one electronic copy of each draft of said statutes, disseminated for review,  within 10 days of production of said draft of said statutes;
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· afford staff of the State Planning Commission a comment and review period of at least 30 days prior to public release of said rules, for the purposes of evaluating said statutes for conformance and consistency with State Plan goals; 

· afford due consideration to input by staff of the State Planning Commission on consistency of said statutes with State Plan goals; and

· revise said statutes to reflect said input while being consistent with legislative mandates behind development of said statutes.  

Coordinate Capital Improvement Expenditures

· Inform the State Planning Commission, through the Executive Director of the Office of Smart Growth, of all involvement in consideration of an application, request or justification for approval of any capital improvement project for expenditures in excess of $1 million, relating to land use (including but not limited to:  water supply management and control, natural resource 
management, land use preservation, farmland protection, affordable housing supply) within 10 days of said application, request or justification for said approval;

· provide at least one electronic or hard copy of each application, request or justification, within 10 days of receipt of said application, request or approval;

· afford the Commission the option to include a member of its staff on any task force, committee or other group tasked with considering an application, request or justification for approval of said expenditures;

· afford staff of the Commission a comment and review period of at least 30 days prior to a decision on said expenditures, for the purposes of evaluating said expenditures for conformance and consistency with State Plan goals; 

· afford due consideration to input by staff of the Commission on a decision regarding said expenditures with State Plan goals; and

· condition approval of said decision on expenditures on a determination that they further rather than frustrate State Plan goals.  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the members of the Commission and the Executive Director of the Office of Smart Growth are hereby authorized and directed to execute such documents and to take such other actions as may be necessary or appropriate for the implementation of this resolution.

                                                                                                 _____________________________

                                                              Benjamin L. Spinelli, Secretary

                                                                                                 NJ State Planning Commission
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