STATE PLANNING COMMISSION 

Notice of Action on Petition for Initial Plan Endorsement and Amendments to the State Plan Policy Map

Petitioner:  City of Asbury Park, Monmouth County, New Jersey

Take notice that on September 28, 2004, the New Jersey State Planning Commission received a petition from the City of Asbury Park, Monmouth County, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:85-7, seeking Initial Plan Endorsement of its planning documents, along with amendments to the State Plan Policy Map.  The State Planning Commission endorsed the petition on May 18, 2005.

Asbury Park is located in coastal Monmouth County, and is bordered by Neptune Township, Ocean Township, Interlaken Borough, and Loch Arbour Village.  The designated center of Midtown Neptune in Neptune Township adjoins the western border of the City of Asbury Park.   Asbury Park is located entirely within the Metropolitan Planning Area, PA-1, with small areas identified as Critical Environmental Sites.  The petition proposed that the ocean beach be designated as an additional Critical Environmental Site.  The petition also proposed that the entire municipality be designated as an Urban Center.  The proposed Urban Center and Critical Environmental Site designations were the only State Plan Policy Map requested changes.  

Pursuant to the provisions of N.J.A.C. 5:85-7.5, on February 18, 2005, the Executive Director of the New Jersey Office of Smart Growth determined the petition was complete and submitted notice for a 45-day public comment period ending on April 4, 2005.  The Staff and Executive Director of the Office of Smart Growth prepared a Report for the Plan Implementation Committee, the duly authorized subcommittee, on April 21, 2005.  The Report recommended endorsement of the Plan and designation of the City as the State’s ninth Urban Center under the State Development and Redevelopment Plan.  Asbury Park is a fully developed municipality, and is currently undergoing a tremendous redevelopment effort after decades of blight and urban decay.  To guide the revitalization of the City, Asbury Park officials are currently preparing a new comprehensive master plan, and have completed several strategic plans to focus redevelopment efforts.  The City of Asbury Park has taken a proactive approach to involving the community in the preparation of its various plans and has crafted a detailed vision statement, which is consistent with the goals, policies, and objectives of the State Development and Redevelopment Plan.  

On April 27, 2005, the Plan Implementation Committee considered the recommendations summarized in the Report prepared by the Staff and Executive Director of the Office of Smart Growth and the public comments.  The Committee recommended approval of the recommendations set forth in the Report and the Planning and Implementation Agreement, as modified.  Asbury Park agreed to the revisions of the draft Planning and Implementation Agreement in the City’s petition.  On May 18, 2005, the State Planning Commission determined that the petition for Initial Plan Endorsement submitted by the City of Asbury Park, including the revised Planning and Implementation Agreement, is consistent with the State Development and Redevelopment Plan as required by N.J.A.C. 5:85-7.6(c).   The State Planning Commission also determined it appropriate to designate the City as an Urban Center and designate the areas depicted on the map attached to the Report prepared by the Staff and Executive Director of the Office of Smart Growth as Critical Environmental Sites.  The period of Plan Endorsement shall be for ten (10) years.

A copy of this notice has been mailed to the petitioner, as well as those entities specified at N.J.A.C. 5:85-1.7(i). 

__________________________________

Certified by Maura K. McManimon, Secretary and Principal Executive Officer 

June 22, 2005

