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Memorandum




	TO:
	Office of Smart Growth

	
	

	FROM:
	Vivian Baker and Megan Massey

	
	

	DATE:
	July 10, 2008

	
	

	SUBJECT:
	Berkeley Township (Ocean) Opps and Constraints Review

	
	


Berkeley Township is currently linked to public transportation that provides access to employment centers, and various destinations via bus and park and ride opportunities. The Toms River Park-Ride facility, under contract by NJ TRANSIT and the New Jersey Department of Transportation, and operated by the Toms River Parking Authority, is approximately 3.5 miles from the center of Berkeley Township. The station provides 552 parking spaces with an additional 12 ADA parking spaces. Bus services include bus line #67, which runs from Toms River, Lakewood and Newark; bus line #137 serving Toms River, Seaside and New York; bus line #319 with express service from Toms River to New York; and bus line #559 with service between Atlantic City and Lakewood.

The Eastern Mainland contains the bulk of vacant available land in Berkeley. The Eastern Mainland Vision 2020 Plan, approved by the Township Council in 2003, proposes commercial nodes where existing bus stops are located. The area has local bus service provided twice daily by Ocean County’s Ocean Ride with service to local shopping, Toms River Park-Ride, the hospital, and vocational school.

Based upon an analysis of population density, employment density and zero car household density, the Eastern Mainland has a transit score ranging from low to medium. The areas with a low transit score are to the west of Route 9 and southeast of Bay View Boulevard. A marginal transit score is indicated north of Bay View Boulevard and east of Route 9 and a medium transit score is seen along the Route 9 corridor. 

According to the applicable modes of transit based on area and future growth, a medium score has the potential for express bus-park/ride access; minimum intensity local bus service; local circulator bus; mini bus; and vanpools.  The services that are currently provided at the Toms River Park-Ride facility meet the medium transit score. An increased local bus service to Toms River and other local areas that have a medium or high transit score should be considered depending on the demand for such service.

Given Berkeley Township’s optimal access to NJ TRANSIT services through the nearby Toms River Park-Ride, and that most residential pockets are either senior citizen developments with their own transportation services or are areas that are served by Ocean County-operated paratransit, it appears existing development and future growth will be adequately served by existing transit systems. Therefore, NJ TRANSIT does not foresee expanding service to Berkeley Township. If more localized service is desired, the municipality should work with Ocean Ride, provided by Ocean County, to add service.

If you have any questions or require further information, please do not hesitate to contact Vivian at (973) 491-7822 or Megan at (973) 491-8597.  Thank you.
