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Methodology 

1. An excel spreadsheet of all of the privately owned, property class #1 (vacant) parcels of one acre or more within the township was provided by the Tax Assessor. This is the most up-to-date data available.

2. The following properties were excluded from the acreage calculation:

a. Green Areas – these areas, although privately owned, are usually deed restricted to remain undeveloped in senior communities or as conditions in sub-division approvals.
b. Beaches and Islands – these areas were excluded due to the fact that they were located on dune areas and in areas that are currently shown on our tax maps as mostly coastal wetlands or are privately owned by homeowner associations as recreational properties.

c. Properties that have recently been approved for site development and are in the process of development, but have not yet been built.

d. Known wetland areas of parcels or entire parcels that are shown on the Township’s tax maps as wetlands or on the NJDEP’s Freshwater Wetlands Map.

e. Parcels that have been dedicated to the Township as open space areas since the last update of the tax assessor data.

3. These areas were then double checked by the secretaries of the Planning Board, Zoning Board of Adjustment and the Assistant Zoning Officer to ensure accuracy.

4. GIS was then utilized to create overlay mapping to confirm the data provided by the Tax Assessor.

