Lakewood Master Plan and Its “Community Vision”

I was privileged to serve as Chairman of the Lakewood Township Master Plan subcommittee dealing with Lakewood’s Senior Population.  You will find the subcommittee report in Appendix X - Seniors.

The members of that subcommittee identified five areas of concern to seniors:  Overdevelopment, Investor Speculation, Circulation, Dwindling Green Space and Seniors in the Life of the Community.  In all cases, the report reflected the VISION seniors had for their town based on their observations and experience of a rapidly changing town and their views on what actions might be appropriately implemented  by Township planners and officials. In every sense, it was a bottoms-up view based upon input from a cross section of Lakewood seniors.

Unfortunately, the visioning component of the Overall Township Master Plan is conspicuous for its vacuousness (lacking in meaning or substance).  For example, it “encourages economic vitality…”   While this is a laudatory goal it is hardly a vision statement.  It goes on to urge “land development consistent with established neighborhoods and land use patterns” – anything but realistic given the recent development that has taken residential up vertically 5 stories not only along State Highways 9 and 70 but well within those highway zones.  Nor does the statement about “preserving the community’s suburban and historic landscapes” come any closer to the reality of a town that is fast developing a city landscape well beyond its current downtown and where developers display little regard for either the historic or the habitat.   

A careful reading of Lakewood’s Master Plan, including the section dealing with 35 recommended changes to Township Zoning Ordinances (13 of which would sanction multi family which allows 22 dwelling units per acre and 5-story residential housing) are a portrait of a community in the process of transformation to a City.  If that is the true vision for Lakewood’s next five years, why was it not so stated in the Vision Statement?   
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