Douglas R. Hiscano

252 North Maple Avenue

Basking Ridge, NJ  07920

January 22, 2007

Eileen Swan, Executive Director

Office of Smart Growth

101 South Broad street

P.O. Box 204

Trenton, NJ 08625-0204

Dear Ms. Swan:

I understand that the State Planning Commission is considering endorsing Sussex County’s Plan. As a taxpayer in both Byram and Andover Townships and part-time Sussex County resident, I respectfully request that you postpone consideration of this plan; my reasons for making this request are outlined below.

I’ve been attending hearings on the Highlands Draft Master Plan recently, and it’s apparent that there are likely to be changes to that document. It is my understanding that Highlands policy will take precedence over Sussex County’s plan. 
It makes no sense to endorse the county’s plan without first making sure that it doesn’t conflict with Highlands policy. 

I am also concerned about issues relating to proposed development on the fringes of the Highlands. Any growth taking place in the county is certain to impact resources within the Highlands. For that reason, it is not appropriate to consider Sussex County’s plan even vis-à-vis municipalities that aren’t considered part of the Highlands.

As a private citizen, I can’t tell you how confusing it is to try to sort out the complexities of the Sussex County plan and how it relates to municipal master plans and other initiatives, such as those promoted by the DOT regarding the proposed transit village in Andover Township. I don’t think the Sussex County plan (as far as I am able to understand it) answers the many questions I have about the future of Byram and Andover Townships and the county as a whole. And, how could it with so many key pieces of information missing? I couldn’t find the Natural Resources Inventory anywhere. Where is  the Regional Housing Element and Circulation Plan? An inventory of historic and cultural sites? This seems like a slap-dash effort on the part of Sussex County.

The right thing to do here is to wait until the Highlands Master Plan is completed and the above reports are available. Then, the County should hold informational public meetings in each municipality where public comment is welcomed and eventually incorporated into the plan. Only then will the County’s plan be worthy of your consideration.

Would you please see that my concerns are relayed to the Plan Implementation Committee?

Very truly yours,

Douglas R. Hiscano

