New Jersey Conservation Foundation 

Comments on the Sussex County Strategic Growth Plan Petition for Plan Endorsement.

The Highlands Protection Act amended the State Planning Act to facilitate coordination and procedural issues to ensure that the both the Highlands Council and the State Planning Commission were able to meet their goals as required under their statutes.

The  State Planning Act  Section 5  was amended to provide regional entities the same technical support, facilitation of coordination and cooperation as state agencies. Further the State Planning Commission was directed to consider the input of regional entities concerning their land use, environmental, capital and economic development plans including those concerning “natural resources  or infrastructure elements”.  Furthermore it calls for the Office of Smart Growth to create a liaison position specifically to deal with regional planning entities. 

The Highlands Act amended Section 7 of the State Planning Act to require the State Planning Commission to “solicit and give due consideration to the plans of  each  county and municipality, State Agencies designated by the Commission , the Highlands Water Protection and Planning Council and other local and regional entities” and to provide for the Council’s review of the Preliminary Plan.  

In Section 8 of the Highlands Act the Highlands Council is required to submit the Planning Area part of  the Highlands Regional Master Plan to the State Planning Commission for Endorsement. 

These and other amendments to other statutes including the Municipal Land Use Law clearly outline the legislature’s intent to ensure that the State Development and Redevelopment Plan honor the findings, recommendations and planning in the Highlands Regional Master Plan. 

The New Jersey Conservation Foundation therefore recommends that endorsement of the Sussex County Regional Growth Plan not be considered for endorsement until the Highlands Regional Master Plan is in place and the State Planning Commission is able to pay “due consideration” to the Council’s findings as required by statute.    

