TOWNSHIP OF BYRAM
NEW JERSEY

WEBSITE ADDRESS:
www.byramtwp.org

MAILING ADDRESS:
10 MANSFIELD DRIVE
STANHOPE, NJ 07874
Phone: 973-347-2500
Fax: 973-347-0502

June 30, 2006

Eileen Swan, Executive Director
NIDCA Office of Smart Growth
P.O. Box 204

Trenton. NJ -9625-0204

Re: Sussex County Strategic Growth Plan Petition for Plan Endorsement
Dear Ms. Swan:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment again on the Sussex County Strategic Growth Plan.
The Township has commented several times on the SCSGP including:

June 6. 2005 to Maura McManimon, Executive Director Office of Smart Growth
December 10, 2004 to Peter Vaughn, Sussex County Division of Planning
December 7, 2004 to Peter Vaughn, Sussex County Division of Planning
December 6. 2004 to Sussex County Division of Planning
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The Township reiterates its original comments (see the attached documentation). The most
recent version of the SCSGP contains errors in the sections pertaining to Byram Township. The
Township also still has concerns regarding a variety of issues in the Plan. including habitat and
species  protection. the size and number and location of Centers within the County,
transportation. wastewater, and how these issues influence the vision of the County.

Errors in sections pertaining to Byram Township:

o Although the Township supplied to County planners information regarding its new 2004
Master Plan and the complete revision of its zoning map and ordinances. these are not
reflected in the SCSGP.

o The Byram section on the Farmland Preservation, Open Space—QOpen Space Project
Areas map is not accurate.

o The section on the Byram Township Village Center contains inaccuracies on commercial
zoning including permitted and prohibited uses, square-footage requirements. in addition
to the proposed number of housing units within the Center. This information was
submitted to the County Planning Department in December 2004.
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Habitat and Species Protection

Biodiversity and threatened/endangered species should be given more attention for their own
intrinsic value and considered in other County landscapes outside of the Highlands. Such
attention lends further support to the idea of preserving extensive, contiguous tracts to protect
important habitats, such as upland forests or riparian corridors. Biodiversity and
threatened/endangered species must be considered as part of County wide build out analyses and
discussions about developable lands.

Designation of County Centers

Very large Centers will bring many of the same problems as too much sprawl development—
congestion, high taxes, the destruction of the County’s natural resources and its way of life. It is
likely that the current zoning in many towns was put in place without a full understanding of the
impact of the ultimate build-out that could be generated by that zoning. These excessive build-
outs will not be ameliorated simply by moving all those units into Centers.

Transportation

Byram Township has many times commented on its differences with the County on
transportation issues. While municipalities supporting these transportation proposals are cited in
the Plan, Byram’s opposition, particularly the reactivation of the Lackawanna Cutoff, is nowhere
noted. Greater emphasis should be placed on integrating the County’s proposed transportation
projects with the NJDOT Smart Growth Consistency Criteria.

Byram’s continued opposition to the reactivation of the Lackawanna Cutoff focuses on issues
that will have a detrimental impact on residents’ quality of life. Specifically this project will
create air and noise pollution and create opportunities for freight. solid waste. and hazardous
materials through residential neighborhoods. This is particularly troubling when a more
beneficial opportunity exists to use this Right-Of-Way.

Byram’s proposal for an interim or permanent walking and biking trail on the Lackawanna
Cutoff Right-Of-Way complements the section in the SCSGP on Rail Trails. A Cutoff
walking/biking trail would also help spur the kind of ecotourism promoted in the SCSGP, as it
would be a spectacular, one-of-a-kind, historic attraction.

Infrastructure and Utility Planning

Consideration should be given to limiting or reducing the expansion of infrastructure and utilities
in areas targeted for preservation. Reducing the size of a utility service area, for example. should
be a strategy to be considered as part of the County Plan.



The Vision of Sussex County

The Township’s comments as attached here also go to the heart of the vision for Sussex County.
The SCSGP’'s emphasis on certain recommendations seems to promote an aggressive
development vision for the County. In its past comments. Byram Township has questioned
whether such an aggressive development vision comports with the preferences of most Sussex
County residents. The SCSGP is a very large document and not easy to access making it
difficult for residents and municipalities to discern the vision as proposed.

Thank you again for receiving and reviewing our comments.

Very truly yours.

N

Gregory V. Poff
Township Manager

cc: Mayor and Council, Byram Township
Chris Hellwig, Director of Planning, Byram Township
George Shivas, Chair, Byram Township Land Use Board
Christiana Foglio, Chair, State Planning Commission
John Eskilson, Administrator, Sussex County
Eric Snyder, Director of Planning, Sussex County



TO\VNSHI'P OF BYRAM
NEW JERSEY

WEBSITE ADDRESS:
www.byramtwp.org

MAILING ADDRESS:
10 MANSFIELD DRIVE
STANHOPE. NJ 07874
Phone: §73-347-2500
Fax: 973-347-0502

June 6, 2005

Maura McManimon. Executive Director
Office of Smart Growth

Department of Community Affairs

101 South Broad Street

PO Box 204

Trenton, NJ 08625-0204

RE: Byram Township Comments on Sussex County Cross Acceptance Report & Strategic
Growth Plan

Dear Ms. McManimon:

The Township of Byram is submitting the following comments regarding Sussex County’s
Cross Acceptance Report to the State Planning Commission. This letter 1s submitted in the
spirit of the cross acceptance process and should not be interpreted as critical of the County’s
Plan. The purpose of these comments is to establish and clarify the Township’s position
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recardine development and preservation in relationship to Sussex County’s Report.
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This letter highlights areas from both the County’s Cross Acceptance Report and Strategic
Growth Plan. The County in its Cross Acceptance Report states, “The Sussex County
Strategic Growth Plan is ... a substantial element of the County’s Cross Acceptance
response.” The items contained within this letter therefore refer to both County documents.

In addition to the comments contained within this letter, the Township has attached copies of -
correspondence previously sent to Sussex County detailing comments on maps included in the
County’s Plans and qualifying the Township’s position as it pertains to transportation and
circulation issues.
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RE: Byvram Township Comments on Page 2 ot 4
Sussex County Cross Acceptance

Report & Strategic Growth Plan
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Biodiversitv and Threatened/Endangered Species

The “Landscapes™ that further define Planning Areas within the County Plan do not directly
mention natural habitats or threatened/endangered species.  While the County’s Report
mentions biodiversity and threatened/endangered animals within the Highlands area of the
County, biodiversity and threatened/endangered species should be given more attention for
their own intrinsic value and considered in other County landscapes outside of the Highlands.

Greater attention to threatened or endangered species lends further support to the idea of
preserving extensive, contiguous tracts to protect important habitats, such as upland forests or
riparian corridors. Biodiversity and threatened/endangered species must be considered as part
of County wide build out analyses and discussions about developable lands.

Open Space Preservation

The Township encourages regional open space planning as an effective tool to maximize the
effect of limited funding. Regional planning, however, must not restrict the ability of
municipalities to preserve open spaces in accordance with local priorities.

There is an element of collaboration now, in the form of funding opportunities—
municipalities may seek federal, State, or County open space funding to help carry out their
plans. This functions quite well to promote collaboration, as most municipalities cannot fund
preservation plans on their own. The County Plan emphasizes local control and home rule,
and that emphasis should extend to each municipality’s right to conduct its own planning and
preservation activities.

Prescrvation and Growth

The County Plan encourages the use of the Transfer of Development Rights (TDR) to
preserve outlying lands and promote centers. TDR should only be used as a component of
land preservation that should also include comprehensive zoning analysis and open space
preservation.

Using TDR to retain maximum build-out numbers and to shift those future residential units
into Centers does not address one of the most serious issues in the County—the threat of over-
development. It is likely that the current zoning in many towns was put in place without a full
understanding of the impact of the ultimate build-out that could be generated by that zoning.
These excessive build-outs will not be ameliorated simply by moving all those units into
Centers.

Very large Centers will bring many of the same problems as too much sprawl development—
congestion, high taxes, the destruction of the County’s natural resources and its way of life.



RE: Byvram Township Comments on Page 3 of 4
Sussex County Cross Acceptance
Report & Strategic Growth Plan

Quality of Lite
This term should be better defined. The Township encourages development strategies that
reduce ultimate build out and take into account the natural and man made carrying-capacity of

Township lands.

Transportation and Circulation

The Township opposes the reactivation of the Lackawanna Cutoff and the construction of the
Route 6035 extension. Neither of these projects should receive public funding until there has
been a full local discussion, including all the affected municipalities and their residents, of
these proposals.

Because rail lines and bigger roads will attract development, they will not help resolve the
County’s traffic problems but rather exacerbate them. If public transit is needed and would be
used, bus service is a less expensive, more flexible, and less disruptive way to accommodate
that need.

The Township Council has also asked NJDOT to review the 5-lane proposal for Route 206,
based on new NJDOT strategies that avoid such major widenings and on other recent changes
in municipal and regional planning, including the Highlands Act and the Township’s new
Master Plan.

The County Plan notes that major highway widenings are no longer viable solutions, citing
environmental and financial reasons, and that “both County and State officials realize that
history has shown thal one cannot build one’s way out of congestion, nor should one.” As
numerous studies show, major highway widenings are no longer viable because they attract
traffic and promote development, thus generating an endless cycle of future widenings.

Transportation planning must take place in a collaborative manner incorporating new
planning methods such as the State’s New Jersey Future in Transportation (NJFIT), Context

Sensitive Design and Hyper-build programs.

Infrastructure and Utility Planning

Consideration should be given to limiting or reducing the expansion of infrastructure and
utilities in areas targeted for preservation. Reducing the size of a utility service area, for
example, should be a strategy to be considered as part of the County Plan.



RE: Byram Township Comments on Page 4ot 4
Sussex County Cross Acceptance
Report & Strategic Growth Plan

Conclusion

These comments are proposed to clarify the Township’s position regarding development and
preservation in relationship to the County’s Cross Acceptance Report and Strategic Growth
Plan. In submitting these comments to the State Planning Commission, Byram continues to
emphasize to both the County and State the importance of incorporating environmental
sensitivity and smart growth planning principles into the Township’s development.

Thank you for your consideration of the aforementioned. Should you require further
information or clarification, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Very truly yours,

Loy V- Ff

Gregory V. Poff
Township Manager

Ce:  Mayor and Council, Byram Township
Christiana Foglio, Chair, State Planning Commission
Paul Drake, Office of Smart Growth
John Eskilson, Administrator, Sussex County
Eric Snyder, Director of Planning, Sussex County
George Shivas, Chair, Byram Township Land Use Board
Doris Flynn, Director of Planning, Byram Township



TOWNSHIP OF BYRAM
NEW JERSEY

MAILING ADDRESS:
10 MANSFIELD DRIVE
STANHOPE, NJ 07874
Phone: 873-347-2500
Fax:  973-347-0502

WEBSITE ADDRESS:
www.byramtwp.org

December 10, 2004

Peter Vaughan

sussex County Division of Planning
One Spring Street

Newton, N.JI. 07860

Dear Peter:
I'forgot to include this in the packet | sent yesterday containing Byram’s comments on
the County and State plans. It is our Planning and Implementation Agenda from our

Center Designation, with updates for each of the tasks.

Yours truly,

[ A M A (ztint ‘

Margaret McGarrity
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BYRAM

PLANNING AND IMPLEMENT A I TON AGENDA — 1)

ACTIHITY

d Use

I (an

Continue (o su; p()r( “and refine pmuduns
for increasing Jocal participation, input
and support for the Village Center concept
plan and for implementation.

nact down - zomngj in Environs in
combination with other zoning changes as
detailed within the Lakefront plan and this
PIA.

Continue w with the or (mpomg> ()pens space
acquisition efforts in the environs and
Lakefront areas, in combination with other
growth management practices.

L/(o{of»

TOWNSHIP, SUSSEX COt

p l(mmng Board, thlupdl
Committee, Smart Growth
advisory group to generate
public support for plan
implementation.

T ownsh]p to identify areas
and revise Master plan and
Zoning niap.

| Assess targeted preservation
areas and acquire properties,
development rights or
easements.

CENTER

M\
N TARY . 201041
CSTATECOUNTY
OTHER
ASSISTANCE

COSG, SCPD
USEPA Env. Bducation
Grants Program.
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NI Green Acres
Program; Sussex
County Farmland
Preservation Program,
Planning Incentive
Grants, Non-Profit
Partners
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Maintain and t upddlc GIS database

Township to acquire relevant,

existing GIS data layers.
Contract or develop services
for the maintenance of
parcels, zoning, septic
management areas and
others.

0OSG, SCPB,
Conservation
Technology Support
Program.

Ongoing

Develop Visual Design Guidelines for
Town Center and other areas as part of
Master Plan process.

Complete review of design
guidelines and adopt as
municipal ordinance.

SID Challenge grants;
Smart Growthi Future
Grants; Sustainable
Dev. Challenge Grants.

Consider Redevelopment to implement
Village Center concept.

Consider authorizing
redevelopment study
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The designs throughout the Town Center
should seck to create a mixed- use
environment offering enhanced social,
environmental, economic and aesthetic
development design; create a pedestrian
friendly village, easily accessible from
neighboring residential areas; provide
essential services to residents; encourage
housing on. upper floors above retail stores
in order to provide the necessary
residential critical mass to make the center
feasible; develop a Center at a density that
creates a sense of place, encourages

pedestrian activity and uses infrastructure

Township to continue to
support this SDRP policy
relative to this center.

SPC to continue to
review effectiveness of
this policy to support
center-based growth
with a goal of
encouraging and
supporting positive
human-scale
community design.

Ongoing

illcepe Cocderr
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Byram PIA

January, 2004
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BYRAN

PLANNING AND IMP
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into to the Village Center area.

Continue worki mg with NIDOT on dtsxg
and implementation of State Route 206
improvements to ensure pedestrian and
bikeway linkages 1o Village Center and

BYRAM VILLAGE CENTE

{ ']'()\\'\W] HP, STISSEX ('Ol

LENMEPENTATION AGEND

Planni ing ) Boar dy T llllllpdl
Commitiee and Smart
Growth advisory group (o
continue monitoring and

R
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777;@{%1‘[” jI:ﬁi{Js%?\' ('([1]1_\,;

[ Plannine Board
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surrounding neighborhoods advising NJDOT U cediyoc w, NE @Olf
——— . e e . e b L}, ,Z,QO.EV ‘
STATE/COUNTY/
'S ° OTHER ) .
\ LOCAL EFFOR o . TIMEFRAME
Housing OCALEFTORT | ccrorance
Continue the housing rehabilitation N 7@(7)1?1'1171116;;'iililvi}';(i)'using Technical and financial - Ongoing
program as needed to meet rehabilitation code enforcement; coordinate | assistance from DCA “-_’
needs. with local banks; process and HMI'A such as the
applicants and administer 100% mortgage
prograni. prograim.
Adopt bulk standards to control scale of %ﬁli\(iopt new bulk standards e VIR
home conversion activity throughout proposed by Lakefront plan Keea uAuA««ueQ(’L Plas
Byram by establishing maximum building (X peean Magfend s
coverage per lot area. - - V o 0 oS
Support the Fair Housing Act through ‘Receive COAH certification. | COAH Athieved December
compliance with COATI certification. 2003
Evaluate the continuing need for Senior & Planning Board, Municipal COAH staff, county Ongoing -

Affordable Family Housing in light of new
COAH regulations

Committee and Smart
Growth advisory group to
continue monitoring and
advising.

planning dept.

Support construction of Affordable Family

Adopt Village Center

Achieved December

Housing within the Town Center Ordinance to require 20% or 2003
consistent with the SDRP policies 34 affordable units (25 for-

sale affordable units and 9

non-age restricted rental

units)
Adopt bulk standards that require any new | Adopt new bulk standards Jane-2004

lot proposed to utilize on site well and
septic systems be a minimum of 40,000
square feet in size. Any new lots created
or new homie construction on lots less than
40,000 square feet in size are required to
connect Lo a potable water supply.

proposed by Lakefront plan

(Ke/@g(,mw\@wﬁﬁd Bl
(Ln AZAN
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Support mixed -use designs that encourage
housing on upper floors above retail stores
in order to provide the necessary
residential critical mass to make the center
feasible

Township ordinances to
continue to support mixed-
use second residential homes
throughout Town Center.

DCA: Upstairs-
downtown Mortgages;
Downtown Living
Initiative Program.

\// O;LLQ
(l/\(ll/GQ.;

mewwﬁadl Osas

Byram PIA

January, 2004
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BYRAM
PLANNING AND

Transportation

BYRAM VILLAGE CENTER
T TOWNSHIP. SUSSEX COUNTY. NI

IMPLEMENTA'

LOCAL EFFORT

Implement the I,%yraﬁnﬁ1()Wnship ‘\7illagéh
Center Bicycle and Pedestrian
Accessibilily Plan .

TON AGENDA -

JANUARY, 2004

81 1[1 COUN I)
OTHER
ASSISTANCE

TIMEFRAME

Adopt plan, secure right of
ways and funding sources.

DOT Ped. & Bike
planning; Local Aid for
Clenters; TEA-21; NJ
Tree Planting; Livable
Communitics; Smart
Growth Future Grants.
National Recreation
Trails Program.

Promote flexible transportation design
standards & flexible application of
standards, which take into consideration
the needs of people and the design &
natural characteristics of adjacent areas.

Township {o continue 10
support this SDRP policy
relative to this center

SPC to continue to
review elfectiveness of
this policy to support
center-based growth
with a goal of
encouraging and
supporting positive
human-scale
_community design.
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Develop & adhere to highway access
management plans & programs that
protect system capacity & provide for safe
travel. Control local access to highway
capacity through plans, regulations &
negotiated agreements between
appropriate levels of government in ways
that ensure that regional needs, adequate
system capacify and public health & safety
are protected & minimize sprawl.
Encourage parallel service roads, shared
driveways & parking, and pedestrian

access between neighboring uses.

Coordinate Route 206 plans
with NJDOT; develop plan;
implement plan with
supplemental funding.

DOT to evaluate
availability of
supplemental funds;
See also Transportation
and Community
Preservation Program.

Ongoing
e ey

Traffic calming on Route 206

Present plans to NJDOT and

Sussex County.

DOT Ped. & Bike
planning; Local Aid for
Centers; TEA-21; NJ
Tree Planting; Livable
CommuniliekS' Smart
Growth I'uture Grants.

OMT) i
(wf, DO .
Coptdexd Sewsifiy

Gateway treatments on Route 206

Acquire right of way and
construct improvements.

DOT Ped. & Bike
planning; Local Aid for
Centers; TEA-21; NJ
Tree Planting; Livable
Communities; Smart
Growth Future Grants.
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@m OV
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Scenic Byways Program

Identify scenic byway
candidates; solicit funding;
preserve viewsheds with
conservation easements.

TEA 21; Local Aid for
Centers; Planning
Incentive Grants; Green
Acres.

Q8 r
Fall 2005

T bilee4vandy
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Byram PIA

January, 2004
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BYR AM \"ILI \('F‘ CENTER

BYRAM
PLANNING AND 1M

Im plu\’L tran pmmuon 5\ stems h\

coordmating transportation & land-use
planning; integrating transportation
systems; developing & enhancing
alternative modes of transportation;
improving management structures &
techniques; and utilizing transportation as
an economic development (0ol.

COWNSH
I,H A1

SUSSEX C'C

Taw nship to continue to
support this SDRP policy
relative to this center.
Coordinate with County
transportation.

Develop and adopt a 6 year Transportation
Improvement Plan, as a part of the Capital
Improvements Plan. TIP to be revicwed at
least every second year.

Municipal Committee and
Planning Board to review
recommend and adopt.

Technical assistance

OUNTY. NJ
N]/\I ITON AGENDA

JANUTARY. 2004

SPC o continue to
review effectiveness of
this policy to support
center-based growth
with a goal of
encouraging
coordinated
transportation systems.

from DOT and County
Planning Department
Financial assistance
from DOT.
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Environmental
Protection

LOCAL EFFORT

STATE/COUNTY/

OTHER
ASSISTANCE

TIMEFRAME

Prohibit new connections (o sewer service
outside of center. Use sewer service and
water service infrastructure to limit
development outside of the center, as a
growth management tool.

Planning Board and
Municipal Comimittee to
adopt Master Plan and update
waste water management
plan.

SCMUA Assistance
NJDEP to monitor and
regulate this issue
within the scope of their
statutory and regulatory
authority.

Ongoing
Wﬁr‘k uAMQFl’\A/&U
T2 it sew ey
Uslwey ANJEC
ot (et 4 ]raw’f’ ,

Revise Wastewater Management Plan to
ensure consistency with Smart Growth
Plan and Lakefront Plan.

Planning Board and
Municipal Committee to
adopt Master Plan and update
waste water management
plan.

Ongoing

(4 ;Hﬂj

Review and evaluate changes to
Stormwater Management Regulations and
the new ordinances required by those
rules.

Develop and Adopt revised DEP-approved
Stormwater Management Plan

Develop and Adopt revised DEP-approved
Stormwater Control Ordinance.

Municipal Committee and
Planning Board to prepare
Stormwater plan and adopt
storm water ordinances
pursuant to DEP NJPDES
Rules.

OSG, SCPD, DEP.
Watershed assistance
glautb non- pQuu sSource
pollution control grants,
watershed education

grants.

Ongoing

Tovainsla
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Identify the surface water quality resource
classification (i.e. Cl, FW2-TP) of all
streams within the Township Master Plan.

Planning Board and
Municipal Committee to
adopt Master Plan

[9lv¥zTe]

-

Ay
Hglalaodls
V] vequladopas
Adopt new Minimum Setback of Building | Planning Board and —Fure2604
Envelope from existing lakes, ponds, Municipal Committee to K%@LMW\ ,
streams or wetlands in the Lakefront Plan; | adopt Lakefront Plan I\/\ 20163 L(;u@

50 feet, measured from 100-year flood line
including a 10 foot wide vegetated buffer
along at least 80% of water’s-edge. This is

Byram PIA

January, 2004
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PLANNING AND IN

aintain
appropriately vegetated buffers along
streams, rivers, wetlands, reservoirs &
scenic waterways to protect the natural
functions & quality of surface water
resources.

e s]g ned o protect & m

Note: Stream buffers up to 300" may be
required adjacent to Category One waters
as part of'a DIIP Stormwater plan.

BYRAM \’]LLAG E CENTER
BYRAM 'I"( PWINS

PLOSUSSEX COUNTY, NJ

LML I

TION AGENDA

JANUARY, 2004

Continue with ne gotiations and
acquisitions of properties identified within
the township’s Open Space Plan.
Whenever possible focus on retention of
large contiguous open space and forested
areas.

Planning Board and

Municipal Comnittee have
already adopted the Open
Space Plan and the Open
Space Advisory Commitiee
is active.

NIDEP Green Acres
Acquisition Program,
Sussex County.

On;bomg;
Seveizf

m(sl/h OWnS

%ow*fvw erg(a

Enact the measures outlines in the Lubbers | Planning Board and NJIDEP Green Acres }\éggo%&é’({ Aﬁ?jf:j’i
Run Greenway Plan, including Municipal Committee have Acquisition Program, !
acquisitions, easements, trail work, and already endorsed the Lubbers | Sussex County, ) AN S A2
best management practices including Run plan and the Open Space | Watershed Protection AN T/{ feo
minimum setbacks and buffers. Advisory Committee is Grants, non-profit MW s Lt —
active. partners. LIA (A( I__J;LL/\ c:j
Maintain the existing and support the Planning Board and Sussex County Health ()ng,om), §Z v?/(’afe
expansion of the septic system Municipal Committee to Dept., Lake Mohawk. alrcels
management program by ordinance that adopt Lakefront Plan é)( M 71142"/
requires inspections and upgrades to ;i.;f/r o
individual systems to include the entire : LJJCQ c@(’c_&_ A g
township as proposed in the Lakefront
e cnder /%TNJ %CMH
Delineate prime & locally important LA

aquifer recharge areas and include them in
the Township Master Plan Conservation
Element.

Investigate a wellhead/aquifer recharge
protection program in order to insure a

safe and adequate supply of potable water.

Planning Board and
Municipal Committee to
adopt Master Plan

Ong.)omg V\QWOF
Sewdooodes |
Neeliorpe Me»ﬁ’
(a4 NT’L( :

wm dios

Initiate a Septic Failure and Improvement
Monitoring Program since neither the
County health department nor the
Township keeps a database to track the
numbers and locations of failed septics.
This will allow Byram to identify areas in
need of improvement and to inform the
Township of possible water quality testing
and monitoring needs as proposed in the
Lakefront Plan.

Planning Board and
Municipal Committee to
adopt Lakefront Plan.
Environmental Commission
or Public Health Advisory
Board would likely facilitate
and manage this monitoring
effort

Ovuc‘o ;:? :M ’
fff 717(&»

T)[@JA ca,m‘a(m .
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Initiate a Dam Safety Management Plan as
proposed in the Lakefront Plan. With the
exception of the state-owned dam at
Cranberry Lake, the Township’s dams
remain in private ownership and need to
be monitored and maintained. A dam

Planning Board and
Municipal Committee to
adopt Lakefront Plan
Environmental Commission
would likely facilitate and
manage this monitoring effort

e 2664
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W a4 Cc Ja U ED
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BYRAM 1

PLANNING AND

safety plan should be
implmmnl(d to assess the condition of
cach of

nanagement

the dams and identify
Improvements or repairs necessary as
outhned in N.JAC 7:20.

Initiate a Water Quality Monitoring
Program as proposed in the Lakefront
Plan. The Sussex County 1lealth
Department conducts regular tests for
fecal coliform at Township lake beaches
throughout the summer. Individual lake
community groups also engage in some
limited water quality monitoring, such as
the Lake Mohawk monitoring program.
These existing testing regimes need to be
formalized as a Township function and
expanded to more sites. The testing
regime needs to occur at regular time
intervals and be diverse in the types of
tests administered.

]

BYRAM VILILAGE CENTER

MPTAN

OWNSHII

, SUSSEX COUNTY, NI
TENTATION AGENDA -

JANUARY . 200

Planning Board and
Municipal Committee to
adopt Lakefront Plan.
Environmental Commission
would likely facilitate and
manage this monitoring effort

Initiate a Lake Management Plans for
Each 1.ake as proposed in the Lakefront
Plan. The lake management plan is a
citizens’ document, crafted by the Lake
District residents. It is an examination of
each lake’s current condition, current and
future recreational uses and a list of steps
necessary to maintain the quality of the
lake for its continued recreational use.

Planning Board and
Municipal Committee to
adopt Lakefront Plan.
Environmental Cominission
would likely facilitate and
manage this planning effort

Economic Development STATT/COUNTY
v ’ LOCAL EFFORT OTHER TIMEFRAME
ASSISTANCE
Support year round recreational/ Township’s primary planning | Grants to support NJ Ongoing o
environmental tourism in the NJ Skylands | goals align with this History; Community -
region. statewide goal. Stewardship Incentive
Program.
Pursue opportunities for inter-local Municipal Committee 1o Technical assistance Ongoing
agreements with surrounding continue dialogues with from DCA and SCPD. —
municipalities. Participate in the Sussex surrounding municipalities to
County Strategic Plan workgroup. examine possibility of
additional joint services.
Maintain viability of the commercial core | Limit neighborhood retail OSG, SCPD technical Ongjomo

of the Village Center.

and service uses permitted
outside of the Village Center.

assistance.

¢ (ot

C>rz£ wcoe AF

Byram PIA

January, 2004
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BYRA M VILLAGE CENTER

RAM |
PL \T\NI\(I /\T\I) IMP

[ Enforce dnw 3 %hm durds 1o ensure that

OWNSHIP,
LEMENTAT

s attractive and

tible with IhL character of tt
Village Center. Design standards should
look to mcorporate the concept of
developing a mixed-use pedestrian scale
community within the Village Center

new de \tlopn ent
compa

Continue to refine and m]u
design and historic
preservation guidclinos for
the Village Center and the
township; provide tax
incentives for historic
property owners; increase the
role of the Jocal historic
preservalion commission {o

|_provide design assistance.

SUSSEX COUN
TON AGENDA -]

’ nssism nee.

TY. NI

ANUTARY, 2004

b Stpay A eveco b Plaa,

(ﬂ)‘i'(fy SCPD technical

(m”(vm” ‘

\/\LV e Covdey ULJJ‘( e

Gredle o
e dfee
AV(ﬁU\ t’ :

[Leie) Collautn 1‘ teo

Develop indicators and targets 1o measure

progress of the current center designation
and to be used to support and evaluate an
application for plan endorsement.

Planning Board, with local
participation of advisory
commitiees, public hearings,
ele.

SCPD, OSG technical
assistance.

tat-26t4—

Q/ﬂ ot uu]

Byram will continue 1o participate in the

OSG technical

Fall 2005

development of the Sussex County assistance.

I e P . IS . .

BUEHC‘{DI(., }‘lan and \H'“'(,OI].Sld?r' Lher (LA Can kﬂ/tuké/(

submission of a municipal petition for

Plaun endorsement within one year of the ’{ 48 (‘{»(Cf le lw

endorsement of the Sussex County Smart SMQ HETAN

Growth Strategic Plan, if not submitted gm -

simultaneously with the county's plan. ' _

p&/@ WQQYL F Vocess,
STATE/COUNTY/
Agriculture/Silviculture LOCAL EFFORTS OTHER TIMEFRAME
ASSISTANCE
Preserve forestland in the environs of Support Lot averaging DOA, SCADB, Ongoing

Byram.

development pattern;
forestland preservation.

SCBOA.

COAI - New Jersey Council on Affordable Housing

DCA - New Jersey Department of Community Affairs

DEP - New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
DOT - New Jersey Department of Transportation

HMEFA - New Jersey Housing and Mortgage Finance Agency
NJEDA - New Jersey Economic Development Authority
OSG - New Jersey Office of Smart Growth

SCPD - Sussex County Planning Department

DOA —New Jersey Department of Agriculture

SCBOA — Sussex County Board of Agriculture

SCADB — Sussex County Agriculture Development Board
SCHD — Sussex County Health Department

Byram PTA

January, 2004
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TOWNSHIP OF BYRAM

NEW JERSEY

MAILING ADDRESS:
10 MANSFIELD DRIVE
STANHOPE, NJ 07874
Phone: 973-347-2500
Fax: 973-347-0502

WEBSITE ADDRESS:
www.byramtwp.org

December 7, 2004

Peter Vaughan

Sussex County Division of Planning
Sussex County Administration Cenler
One Spring Street

Newton, N.J. 07860

Dear Peter:

Attached are documents containing Byram’s comments on SDRP Cross Aceeptance and
the Sussex County Strategic Growth Plan.

These are:

1. The Byram scction from the SCSGP, with our edits for accuracy. Our new
Master Plan will probably be adopted by December or January; I will send you a
copy when it is finally published.

2. Map comments and corrections for the SDRP, dated December 7, 2004.

3. Map comments and corrections for the SCSGP, dated December 6, 2004.

4. A memo dated December 6, 2004 from the Township to the County Division of
Planning reciting the Township’s opposition to the 605/Acorn Connector and the
Lackawanna Cut-off reactivation, including excerpts from the Township’s new
Master Plan explaining this position.

If you prefer to receive these documents electronically, please call me at 973-347-2500
ext. 138.

Township representatives will be attending the meeting on Monday, December 13, at the
Byram Lakes School. We look forward to continued opportunities to participate in this
planning process.

Yours truly,

UM gred DAz

Margaret McGarrity

CRANBERRY » LACKAWANNA « MOHAWK » WATERLOO *» KOEFERL * WOLF « PANTHER * FOREST » ROSEVILLE « JEFFERSON « JOHNSON » TOMAHAWK » FRENCHES « STAG
AND MUSCONETCONG RIVER



BYRAM TOWNSHIP
Village Center and Environs

In May 2004, Byram Township reccived a Village Center Designation for the
commercial parcels along Route 206 and the undeveloped parcel at the Roule
206/1.ackawanna Drive intersection. This mixed-use center will provide basic services to
the community, including cconomic growth and housing needs. 1t will offer residents a
variety of retail stores and restaurants in a pedestrian-friendly environment. Township
ordinances establish requirements for architectural design, open space and landscaping,
and more compact bulk standards to produce a village-like arca.

The Byram Designated Village Center is consistent with SDRP criteria and
projects a maximum population of 4,500 in 2020. The center is located near an arterial
highway (Route 206) and is 165 acres, of which 60 are zoned to include residential
development.

The center is designed to accommodate the majority of future residential and
commercial growth in Byram. Much of the land outside the center is environmentally
constrained. Some land outside the center is zoned for industrial/office uses but is
severely limited by steep slopes and rocky terrain.

Except for the Designaled Village Center, the entire township lies within the
Highlands Core Preservation Area.

Relationship to the SDRP
Goal #1: Revitalize the State’s Cities and Towns.

The wastewater facilities serving Byram are a critical element in the Township’s
efforts to reorganize development patterns and move toward center-based, mixed-use,
moderate density development. The village center will accommodate most of the
Township’s residential and economic growth. Nearly all the remainder of the Township
is heavily wooded or occupied as lake communities.

Redevelopment of mine and quarry sites is addressed through the new Master
Plan (draft 2004 and adoption by 2005) and new zoning ordinances.

Goal #2: Conserve the State’s Natural Resources and Systems.
Beyond the Village Center, the Highlands Core Preservation Area dramatically

limits growth. The Township has also adopted a Tract Disturbance Ordinance that
prohibits the disturbance of sensitive environmental features.



Lake pollution from septic and storm water runofT in the residential communitics
is a concern. The Township™s Smart Growth Plan (2000), Lakefront Development Plan
(2003), and new Master Plan (2004-2005) make several recommendations to remediate
these problems, including extending the Township’s septic management programs to all
lake communities, revising bulk standards, and BMPs.

Cluster and lot-averaging options are allowed under the new Master Plan in
residential zones.

An open space plan was completed by the Township in 2000 to identify lands for
future acquisition. The plan recommends several strategies to acquire open space, which
the Township Open Space Commitiee is actively pursuing. All preserved parcels—
existing and future—will be included in a new Open Space Zone, recommended in the
new Master Plan.

In 2004, the Council authorized a bond that allows municipal Open Space Trust
funds to be leveraged for acquisitions today.

Goal #3: Promote Beneficial Economic Growth, Development and Renewal for All
Residents of New Jersey.

sewer service within the village center will help promote more business
expansion in compact service patterns.

Goal #4: Protect the Environment, Prevent and Clean Up Pollution.

Prevention of lake pollution from septic and stormwater in the lake communities
is addressed in the Lakefront Development Plan and new Master Plan.  Septic
management districts exist at two of the Township’s largest lake communities (Cranberry
and Mohawk) and is being extended to a third (Lackawanna). New bulk standards and
BMPs for lake communities will help limit impacts.

The Village Center Ordinance requires a 200-foot buffer along the Township’s
most important stream; and the Tract Disturbance Ordinance require buffers around walter
features ranging from 40 to 100 feet from the 100-year flood line.

Separation of recyclables is mandatory, with some picked up at curbside and drop
off of materials at the municipal recycling center.

Goal #5: Provide Adequate Public Facilities and Services at a Reasonable Cost.
The Lakeland Rescue Squad shares services with the Andovers. Byram fields an

excellent volunteer Fire Department and a full-time Police Department. The equipment
for these services also undergoes continuous upgrades.



The new Master Plan addresses circulation needs and recommends various
transportation improvements, while also calling for greater planning that serves
Township needs without promoting excessive development or destroying the Township’s
rural atmosphere.

Goal #6: Provide Adequate Housing at a Reasonable Cost.

Affordable housing is to be located within the 60-acre Village Center Zone. No
other areas are designated for affordable housing. The Township has rchabilitated 28
units, and will provide 34 new units in the Village Center Zone. The Township has also
adopted a developer fee ordinance to offset the costs associated with affordable housing,.
The Township has received ‘substantive certification” from COAIT for this plan.

Goal #7: Preserve and Enhance Areas with Historic, Cultural, Scenic, Open Space
and Recreational Value.

Historic sites are listed, but no plan is in place to make sure they remain intact.
The new Master Plan contains a preservation clement that makes recommendations.

A major open space goal is to preserve open space through acquisition of land
along the Lubbers Run stream corridor and several other project areas. The Open Space
Commiliee is aggressively pursuing these goals and partnering with state, county, and
non-profit preservation groups.

The Township now has a full-time recreation director. Renovation and expansion
of its largest recreation facility, C.O. Johnson Park, is currently underway.

Goal #8: Ensure Sound and Integrated Planning and Implementation Statewide.

The new Master Plan addresses regional planning and the impact of Byram’s new
development patterns on the region and neighboring towns. Byram has hosted regional
open space meetings and has taken initiatives to open dialogues with neighboring towns
about development and transportation proposals. Byram has been active in discussions
about county-wide issues as well and continues to seek regional discussions.

‘Byram Island’ is separate from the rest of the Township. Currently, all of the
land in ‘Byram Island’ is owned by NJDOT as part of the proposed Lackawanna Cutoff
project. The new Master Plan discusses the zoning of this parcel.

The new Master Plan assesses Byram’s proposed zoning as compared (o zoning in
neighboring towns and mentions the Township’s desire to participate in inter-municipal
and regional discussions on important development and transportation issues.

Zoning of adjacent municipalities includes:

e The border with Allamuchy consists of parkland.



e Sparta’s border matches up with Jake communitics and residential vzones,

e Green and Andover's borders mateh up with similar residential zoning,

e llopatcong has nearly all residential to residential, but there are three commercial
recreation zones in Byram next to residential zones in Hopatcong.

¢  Stanhope has commercial highway areas bordering residential and business arcas
in Byram, as well as a planned industrial zone that borders residential and
industrial uses in Byram. (The new Byram Master Plan proposes rezoning this
industrial arca to residential.)

Byram Township Zoning Files

Document Date

Master Plan April 1989
Natural Resources Inventory June 1994
Master Plan Amendment June 1995
Master Plan Amendment April 1996
Lubbers Run Greenway June 1997
Iousing Element May 1998
Zoning Code Book February 1999
Open Space Plan October 2000
Master Plan Re-examination June 2002
Lakefront Development Plan September 2003
New Master Plan 2004-2005

Zoning (per new Master ’lan)

Zone Type Lot Size

R-1  Residential 10-acre density zoning
R-2  Residential 5-acre density zoning
R-3  Residential 40,000 square feet
R-4  Residential 20,000 square feel
R-5  Residential 10,000 square feet
FTP  Family Theme Park 80 acres

CR  Commercial Recreation 20 acres

VC  Village Center 60 acres

VB Village Business 40,000 square [eet
IPR  Industrial, Professional, Recreation  (by site plan)

NC  Neighborhood Commercial 40,000 square feet

Notes:

Part of the Designated Village Center is zoned IRP.

The FTP district permits a number of uses, including restaurants, but no housing.

[t will be appropriate to discuss the Plan Implementation Agenda that was
included within the Center Designation report with respect to its integration with the new
Master Plan and new land development codes.




December 6, 2004
From: Byram Township
To: Sussex County Planning Department

Re: our comments on maps in the Strategic Growth Plan

I. Trails map: Several trails in Byram are not shown. These include the Highlands
Trail, the Morris Canal Trail, and two bike trails (currently engineered but not yet
constructed).

2. Zoning map: The colors are very hard to distinguish. Thus, we are unsurc
whether the map is accurate for current zoning. Since that zoning is (o change in
almost all areas of the Township within the next month with the adoption of our
new Master Plan, we are requesting that Byram’s zoning be based on this new
scheme.

3. Sewer service:  Our sewer service area is in the process of being changed to limit
{uture sewering to our Designated Village Center, as called for in the State Office
of Smart Grow(l’s Center Designation Report.  The Township would like this
revised district shown on the map, in place of the current district.

3. Landscapes: Our Village Center area is mapped incorrectly. The maps in the
reflect Byram’s initial Center Designation Petition and NOT the petition that was
officially designated by the State Office of Smart Growth. Please correct the map
to show only our officially designated Village Center.

The Highlands map is accurate, showing that our officially designated
Village Center is the only part of Byram not in the Highlands Preservation Core.



December 7 ,2004

To: Sussex County Division of Planning
From: Byram Township

Re: preliminary cross aceeptance maps for State Plan

In the summer, when we first reviewed these maps at County offices, they contained
stveral inaccuracics:

o  Byram’s Designated Center is not shown.

e Our Sewer District is not shown. There is one red dot at the elementary school
parcel that may show the old sewer plant there—no longer on-line.

e (C.0. Johnson Park is not shown as open space. There are small inaccuracies in
the Allamuchy Mt State Park boundary (along and near Sussex Branch "I'rail).

e The only C-1 streams shown are most of Dragon Brook {rom Cranberry Lake to
Jeflerson (the sections left out are due in part {o inaccuracics in mapping the State
Park boundary), the Jefferson exit stream (which goes to Lubbers Run, but
Lubbers Run is not marked C-1), a very small part of the largest Cranberry Lake
tributary (only the part nearest the Lake).

e There were no historic-cultural sites shown for Byram. The Township believes
that several sites, including the Lackawanna Cutoff, Lockwood Village area, the
old iron mine district along Sussex Branch Trail, Columbia Valley, Roseville
Mine, should be mapped.

o There are no critical or potential critical environmental sites shown for Byram.

e The Allamuchy Boy Scout Camp has been changed from parkland to Planning
Area 5.

In addition, the 605/Acorn Street connector and the Cut-off reactiviation and the
Transit Oriented Development on the Cut-off at Roseville Road were not shown on
the maps. This is consistent with Byram’s request to keep these projects off the maps
until public discussion and review has been completed.



December 6, 2004

From: Byram Township
To: Sussex County Planning Departinient

Re: lransporiation issues in Sussex County Strategic Growth Plan

The Townghip™s positions on the Route 605/Acorn Connector and the Tackawania
Cnt-olf differ from those of the County. The Township’s positions are deseribed in
Byram’s new Master Plan, which is now in the process of adoption,

The sections [rom that document are included here:

Acorn Streel/ Route 605 Connector
This project will investigate alternatives for connecting CR 605 (Sparta-Stanhope Road) to Route
206/183. This Sussex County project will affect Byram Township, S anhope Borough,

Hopatcong Borough, and Sparta Township.

Current Status:
«  Sussex County is in final scoping for the project.
« The report on this project is ﬁot complete, including the lack of an EIS.
s The Phase One Needs Assessment s complete.
« Phase Two is to consider alignment options. Various alignments are still under
consideration, according fo the information available to Byram Township.

«  Stakeholder meetings will begin soop lo discuss the project.

The Byram Township Council passed a resolution opposing this project. The Council sees no
benefit to this road. Please see the discussion of the Acorn Streel/Route 605 Conneclor later in

this Circulation Element for further explanation.

New Jersey Transit ~ Lackawanna Cut-off Re-opening

The objective of the Lackawanna Cutoff proposal is to institute passenger service on this
abandaoned rail right-of-way, originally largely a freight line, and over existing freight rail in
Pennsylvania, The project includes complete reconsltruction of the line, including track and signal
improvements to approximately 60 miles of right-of-way, new stations, parking facilities, a train
storage yard, and additional rail rolling stock. It is assumed NJ Transit would operate the new
service. The fwo proposed stations in New Jersey would be in Blairstown and Andover
Township, with the latter located immediately behind thg Forest Lakes neighborhood on the

Byram Township line.

In 2000, the Draft Major Invesiment Study estimated the project cost at $200-$230 miltion; in
2004, the estimate was $350 miflion. This estimate does not include property acquisition costs,

including the $21 million the State paid in May 2001 to repurchase the right-of-way from a private
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owner who bought it 10 years easlier for &1 millicn. The construction is not yet funded, aithaugh

subslantial federal, State, and county doilars have been spent on studies and promotion thus far

N Oclober 2002, WJ Transits Board of Direclors authorized consultant work for conceptual
design, completion of the environmentai assessment, and prepatation of the documentation
requited by the FTA for new transit lines. The sompletion of the Cnvironmental Assassment and

concepluat design was scheduled for June 2004 but not completed.

Current Status
o Public sessions held by NJDOT are expecled for {he Lackawanna Rail Project. Byram
Township has been seeking such meetings since 2000; although they weie otiginally
tar(jet@d for the end of 2003, no progress has occurred. Current estimates expect only
60 New Jersey riders, with more gelling on in Pennsylvania, and only 2,800 riders within

20 years.

The Township sees no real benelit to this project; and in Oclober 2004, the Council passed a
resolulion opposing the project. Please see the discussion of the Lackawanna Cut-off later in this

Circulation Element for further explanation.

Route 605/Acorn Street Connector
The Byram Township Council, Planning Board, and Environmental Commission have each held a
long-standing position of objecting to a Route 605 Conneclor at the Acorn Strect traffic jug

handle. While the currently proposed route is not within the borders of Byram Township, the

effects of such a transportation project would greatly alfect Byram for years to come. |If the
project were completed, it would open Sparta-Stanhope Road (County Route 605) to more
developmerit.  There are already several large subdivisions planned in neighboring Hopalcong
along this Route, which will increase traffic on Byram’s local roadways and Roule 208, especially
during rush hour. The residents of the East Brookwood neighborhood are especially concerned

about increased traffic and the potential of increased light industrial development directly behind

their neighborhood in the adjacent areas of Stanhope.

Byram has worked very hard with NJ DOT and Sussex County to keep the Route 206

improvements . within an appropriate scale for the Township. The campletion of the 605
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Connector could undo that effort by introducing a much higher traffic volima o that seclon of
Route 206, The project also s proposed on very rugged lerrain, which will increase the puliily
funded costs for constiuction.  In response to Coundit chiections (o not having bean bepl fully
informe:d about this project and not being included in open discussions to examme the positive

and negative effects, stakeholder meelings are nuw scheduled o come in 2005,

Lackawanna Cut-off Re-opening

Over the course of the last several years, the Byram Township Council, Planning Board, amd
Environmental  Commission have raised serious concerns about the re-opening of the
Lackawanna Cut-off.  The total project calls for complete reconstruction, including tiack and
signal improvements to approximately 60 miles of right-of-way (the Cut-off is 28 miles of this),

new stations, parking facifities, a train storage yard, and additional rail rolling stock.

Ridership in New Jersey is projected to be 60 people. Most ridership is projected to be fron
Pennsylvania, where commuters would make the three-hour journey to New York City. The
poposed New Jersey stations in Blairstown and Andover Township are proposed for Transil
Oriented Developments (TOD). While TODs are often an element of sinart growth, they typically
oceur in urban or denser suburban areas where high-density developmeul and  walkable
communities grow up in. proximity to commuter lines. The TOD in Andover Township would be a
‘green fields’ development, crealing instant density right along the border wilh Byram Township,
where Byram has zoned for very low 10-acre densily. The Andover TOD would back up to
Byram’s Forest Lake community; and the Cut-off line would also pass next to the Lackawanna

community, C.O, Johnson Field, and the East Brookwood neighborhood.

New Jersey ridership is projected to be very low and the public costs for study, construction, and
operating cosls are-very high ($22 million per year, with a projected $5.5 million annual loss).
The number of commuters that are projected to be removed from Interstate 80 by the re-openiny
will not begin to counterbalance the increased number of commuters on local roads traveling o
the projected station localions. Byram is concerned that the line might be used to haul freight
from the planned four-fold expansion of the New York-New Jersey porls and to haul New York
Clly garbage to Pennsylvania landfills. I September 2004, the Township Council called its own
mealing abont the project, where 75% percent of those in allendance opposed the project.
Following that meetiné, the Council passed a resolution officially opposing the Cul-oﬂ

reactivalion.
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BYRAM TRAIL AND BIKEWAY PLAN

The Village Center vision incorporates a community green. resreational ainenit

asand spares for
{own-wide community interaction. I order to futher the vision ard promote pedestian and
bicycle travel throughout the Tewnship, Byram has developed and mapped a system of exisiing
and proposed trails to link the residential neighborhoeds with the Village Center, school and
mimicipal complexes, recreation areas. open spaces, neighboring towns, and the snveral egonal
or national trails that traverse the Township

However, the Township's Smart Growth Plan identified potential obstacies o establishing this
town-wide trail system. To heip overcome these obstacles, the Township obtained a grant fiom
the U.5. Covironmental Protection Agency to study and improve the pedestiian and hicycle
conneclions in and around the proposed Village Center.  The Bicycle and Pedestrian Feasibility

Study for Byram Township was published in October 2003.

The study focused on making Byram pedestrian-friendly, as well as on open space and
recreational opportunities associated with the trail plan. Some of the plan's goals inchude:
»  Reunite Byram Township and establish a sense of community.
o Increase the recreatlional opportunities in Byram Township.
o Provide pedestrian access to the historical landmarks and natural resouices in and
around the Township.
o Link together and improve existing pedestrian/bicycle paths, including the Mansfield Drive
and Route-High Glen bicycle paths.
o Via bicycle and walking paths, connect Byram Township neighborhoods to each olther
and to the proposed Village Center, area businesses, amusement parks, Allamuchy

Mountain State Park, and other local parks and recreational areas.
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flined the Township's existing trail system, including:

The plan ou
1. Sussex Branch Trail.
2. Lackawanna Cut-off.
3. Morris Canal Greenway.
4. Lubbers Run Trail/Greenway.
5. Allamuchy Mountain State Park.

6. Paper streets, bridle paths and utility rights-of-way.

The plan |écomineﬂded a four-phased approach:
Link the Route 208-High Glen bicycle path to the Mansfield Drjve bicycle path.
Run to the Manslield

5,

6, Link the proposed pedestrian tunnel under Route 206 at Lubbers
Drive bicycle path anﬁ the Route 206-High Glen bicycle path.

7. Connect the proposed Village Center to adjacent neighborhoods and businesses.

8. Link existing sections of trail systems and improve access to surrounding neighborhoods,

schools, and parks.

For further details concerning the Byram Trail and Bikeway Plan, please refer to the orlginal

document.



Bikeways and Pedestrian Paths

To fuither the Village Center vision and maintain a pedestrian-fiiendiy attmosphiere throushout the

Township, a system of trails is proposed to ik residential neighivshoods with e Vil et

school syslem, recreation areas, open spaces, 1egional rails, and neighinring towns, Lo Smat
Growth Plan identified potential obstructions to this town wide fraii plan; and, as g peait the
Township obtained a grant fiom the U.3. Cnvitonmental Profection Agenay to stidy and imyproye
the pedestrian and bicycle connections in and around thin proposed Village Center. i Dvdopng

2003, Suburban Consulting Engineers, Inc. prepared the Bicyeie and Pedestiian Foasibility Stody

for Byram Township.

The study addressed the Township's vision of becoming more pedestrian-friendly and identifiod
the following goals:

+ LEmphasize pedestiian-friendly streetscapes and access frails for (he proposed Village
Center, so that this new village-like neighborhood is easily accessible by [oof and bicycle
from surrounding residential and commercial areas. i

»  Link together and improve existing pedestrian/hicycle paths, including the Mansficld rive
and Route 208 (High Glen) bicycle paths (both are in engineering stage at the {ime of this
Master Plan).

o Connect Byranm’s neighborhoods to each other and o the proposed Village Genter, aica
businesses, amusement parks, Allamuchy Mountain State Park, and other local paiks
and recreational areas via bicycle and walking paths.

e Provide access points to the proposed Village Center and {heipl‘()pused Vita Cowurse
exercise circuit via linkages to the East Brookwood neighborhood, Wild West - City,
Lackawanna Drive, and Route 206.

* Reunite Byram Township and establish a sense of community.

* Provide pedestrian access to the historic landmarks and natural resources in and around
the Township.

+ Provide a safe alternative to automobile transportation in the Township.
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¢ Provide appealing non-automotive alternatives to Route 206 for transporlation in and
around Byram Township.

» Increase recreational alternatives to busing for students and staif of the Intermediate and
Lakes Schools and Lenape Valley Regional High School. )

« Develop a pedestrian-friendly transportation network throughout Byram that connects fo
nefghboring towns.

s Use the proposed pedestrian tunnel underneath Route 206 along Lubbers Run to provide
a safe and aesthetically appealing way for pedestrian and bicycle traffic t? cross 206 and

to get to the proposed Village Center.,

The Bicycle and Pedestrian FFeasibility Study recommended a phased approach to meeling its
goals, divided into four steps:
' 1. Link the Route 206 (High Glen) bicycle path to the Mansfield Drive bicycle path.
2. Link the proposed Lubbers Run pedestrian tunnel under Route 206 at Lubbers Run lo the
Mansfield and Route 206 (High Glen) bicycle paths.
3. Connect the proposed Village Center to adjacent neighborhoods and bus‘inesses‘
4. Link existing sections of trail systems and improve access to surrounding neighborhoods,

schools, and parks.
For more about the Byram Bicycle and Pedestrian Feasibility Study, please refer to the original

document.
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There ate soveral existing trails and biveways in the Township, The Sussex Branch Trail is a

Rail-to-Trail project using the abandoned Sussex Branchi iight-of-way of the Deivavare,

Lackawanna, and Western raiiroad, stretching for tenly miles from Hetoong to Brancheie, The
tiail's mam southermn access pointis on Watenioo Road in Byram: from there it passes just west of
Jeffersan Lake and proceeds through Allantuchy RMountain Stale Paik and betwaen Roate N6
and Cranberry Lake, The Highlands Trail links the Hudson River {o the Delaware River, crossing
Korris, Sussex, Wairen and Hunterdon Counties.  [n Byram, the Highlands Trail enteis from

Hopalcong near the Hudson Farm (formerly Hudson Guild), travels the iidyeline ahove

l.ackawanna Drive, swings southeas! o pass behind Lake Lackawanna, crosses Route 2065 on a
route o be finally established through the new Village Center, enters Allamuchy Mt State Parlc at
the 1igh Glen r‘weighbomood, goes south of Jefferson Lake, ciosses the Sussex Branch Trall, and
goes through the State Park lo Walerloo Villaye,  The Libeity Trail also passes through Byram

by using the Sussex Branch Trall,

One the most scenic rail lines in New Jersey, the Lackawanna Cut-off, was the last mainline buill

in the State, constructed between 1908 and 1911, The Cut-off starts at Port Moiris and travels
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wesl through Morris, Sussex and Warren Counties on its way to the Delaware Waler Gap, across
some of the world's largest rail embankments. In Byram, the Cut-off halves the Township,
tunning from its border with Hopatcong and Stanhope near Lenape Valley Regional High- School,
northwest along the Township border to Lake Lackawanna, and west past Wolf Lake, Roseville
Pond, and IForest Lakes to the Andover Township border. NJ Transit is proposing (o re-open the
Lackawanna Cut-off. Byram's opposition to this proposal is discussed in detail later in this

chapter. Byram would prefer to move the Cut-off into a Rails-to-Trails prograim.

The Moriis Canal Greenway is a trail project proposed for the right-of-way of the lﬁstoric Morris
Canal—a part of which near Walerloo Village is in Byram—and is a cooperalive efforl of the New
Jersey Division of Parks and Forestry, the Canal Sociely of New Jersey, Waterloo Village, and
Friends of the Morris Canal. The Greenway's purpose is to preserve the remains of the Moirls
Canal and its associated natural environment, to interpret the Canal's history for the public, and to

offer recreation

Other trails in the Townsh{p include the Lubbers Run Greenway trail, only partially in place, and
various hiking frails in. Allamuchy Mountain State Park.  The Township would like to convert

some of the undeveloped paper streets in Byram's foresled areas into hiking trails to link other

pails of the {own-wide trail plan.
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TOWNSHIP OF BYRAI

RESOLUTION NO. 143 2004

A RESOLUTION OPPOSING THE RECONTRUCTION
AND RESTORATION OF THE LACKAWANNA CUT-OKF
PROJECT

WHERFAS, the New Jersey Transit Corporation proposes the reconstruction and
restoration of the Lackawanna Cut-off mainline (rom Scranton. Pennsylvania to Port Morris,
New Jersey: and

WIHEREAS, the capital cost to reactivate this rail service is estimated at $350 million
and an annual operating cost of $22 miliion; and

WHEREAS. rail service on the Lackawanna Cut-ofT was abandoned in the 1970s and the
frack was removed; and

WHEREAS, since the time the mainline was abandoned, significant residential
development has occurred within the vicinity of the proposed project; and

WHERKEAS, the reactivation of this rail service will create air pollution and noise
pollution; and

WHEREAS, opportunitics are being created with the reactivation of this rail line to carry
freight, solid waste, and hazardous materials through residential neighborhoods; and

WIHEREAS, this project will have a detrimental impact on the quality of life of
thousands of Byram Township residents:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE I'T RESOLVED by the Byram Township Council that this
Council does hereby oppose the reconstruction and restoration of the Lackawanna Cut-ofT
mainline from Scranton, Pennsylvania to Port Morris, New Jersey; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Township Clerk
forward certified copies of this resolution to the Federal Senators and Representatives
representing New Jersey, Governor James L5, McGreevey, New Jersey Transit Corporation
lixecutive Director George Warrington, the State Senators and Assemblypersons representing
Sussex County, and the Sussex County Board o Chosen I'recholders.

T .
BYRAM wwﬁ‘@n}w COUNCIL

" < I

liskil S. Danielson, Mayor

ATTEST:

[ certify that the foregoing resolution was adopted by the Byram Township Council at a meeting
held on October 4, 2004.

%ﬁfﬁ%pﬁ%/ /412//0/%4/—’: )
Mary Johnsq/n, lg’ld, Township Clerk




