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1. There are two studies on the web that contain 467 pages, excluding appendices..

2. One blissfully concise document (2 pages) on the web, the one titled Plan Endorsement Petition, contains several significant items.

a. Number 4, and I read it, contains what should be in the PIA but is not.

b. The same with #6

4.While the document says that the plan has reached out even to counties in New York State to coordinate with, there is no mention of coordination with the Highlands organizations or its rules and regulations.

3. The two page Plan Implementation Agreement is glowingly vague. No timelines, no true commitments, nothing to audit. When the PIC beings commitments with such words as; “Further detail”, “Improve”. “Encourage”, and “Serve”, I know we have little substance in the PIA

4. In items that the county requires the state agencies to do, it appears that the county is sometimes ignoring its responsibilities. The county should at least commit to proposing or requesting the services it says must be done “through” state agencies. Does it expect the agencies to shower these benefits on it with no initiative on its part?

I think this is the first regional plan to come before you under the new plan endorsement rule so it is important to get it correct. Clearly there and significant issues in regional plans. The main one is that the entities submitting the plan have little or no power it implement the plan. However, the monumental amount of time, energy and money spent on this proposal must result in something specific. Something must be better if this plan is approved. Is it just knowledge? I hope and think not. You have the responsibility to see that approval of this petition results in actions that meet the issues raised in the 467 pages of these studies.

