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State of New Jersey

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS
OFFICE OF SMART GROWTH
PO Box 204
Trenton NJ 08625-0204

	JON S. CORZINE
	
	SUSAN BASS LEVIN
	
	EILEEN  SWAN

	Governor
	
	Commissioner
	
	Executive Director



November 17, 2006

The Honorable James J. McCullough

Mayor of Egg Harbor Township

3515 Bargaintown Road

Egg Harbor Township, NJ 08234
Re:  Egg Harbor Township Petition for Initial Plan Endorsement 

Dear Mayor McCullough: 

Thank you for your continued participation and dedication to the Plan Endorsement process.  As we discussed on our recent meeting of October 5, 2006, the Office of Smart Growth (OSG) and the State agencies would like to continue working with your community to achieve Plan Endorsement from the State Planning Commission and CAFRA center designation from the Department of Environmental Protection subsequently thereafter.   

I would like to acknowledge that Egg Harbor Township had previously indicated its intent to withdraw its petition from the process, however, the Township rescinded its withdrawal at the request of OSG as OSG intended to provide the Township with sufficient time to address consistency issues, with approval of the SPC.  This opportunity is not allowed for under the current State Planning Rules, which is why it had to be authorized by SPC action.  
The State Planning Commission adopted a resolution at its meeting of October 18, 2006 that authorizes the Office of Smart Growth to continue to work with petitioning entities towards Plan Endorsement by allowing for an extension of the time periods contemplated by the State Planning Rules through the execution of a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) and an agreed-upon Action Plan that establishes timelines for completion and evaluation of the tasks identified by the Action Plan.  Any extension of time authorized by an MOU would be contingent on the petitioning entity’s compliance with a mutually agreed-upon Action Plan, compliance with the MOU, and the petitioning entity’s good faith efforts to progress towards achieving Plan Endorsement 

Attached hereto is a draft Action Plan and Memorandum of Understanding (MOU).  The draft Action Plan outlines the specific tasks that are required in order for the Office of Smart Growth and our state agency partners to make a recommendation of consistency to the State Planning Commission.  Please review the draft Action Plan, and by December 20, 2006, provide us with timelines for completion for each task.  The timelines within the Action Plan must be agreed to by the Township, OSG and the state agencies.  Furthermore, the Township must take action by Resolution on the MOU at a public meeting of the governing body within 60 days of the date of this letter, by January 16, 2006.  OSG would like to present to the State Planning Commission, at its January 17, 2007 meeting, the agreed-upon action plan to demonstrate that Egg Harbor Township is in fact taking advantage of this opportunity to continue working towards Plan Endorsement.  Please also be advised that the agreed-upon Action Plan will also be subject to review and comment (additions or amendments) at that State Planning Commission meeting.  

Finally, as we discussed at our recent meeting, the plan endorsement process is currently being revised to strengthen the planning aspects as well as the benefits portion of the process.  The new Plan Endorsement process will be a single-stage, cooperative effort between the petitioning entity, OSG and the relevant state agencies.  Because your community has already submitted a petition for Initial Plan Endorsement, once the new process is in place, you will have the option of either completing Initial Plan Endorsement or participating in the new process. 

Thank you again for your continued participation in the plan endorsement process.  I would like to assure you that this process will produce a meaningful and worthwhile plan for your community.  Please feel free to contact me or Jung Kim, Area Planner for Atlantic County, at 609-633-6139 or via email at jkim@dca.state.nj.us with any questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 
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Eileen Swan







Executive Director

ES:dds

Attachments

c: 
Stanley Glassey, Deputy Mayor

     
Patricia Indrieri, RMC, Municipal Clerk

   
Peter J. Miller, Township Administrator

   
Elena Fisher, Planner, Remington & Vernick Engineers

    
Joseph I. Donald, PP, AICP, Deputy Executive Director, OSG


Ben Spinelli, Policy Director, OSG

     
Jung Kim, PP, AICP, Area Planner, OSG


State agency representatives via email
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