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(Whereupon, the public neeting is
called to order.)

(Whereupon, introductory remarks are
made by Task Force Chairnman Janmes Sinclair.)

(Whereupon, remarks are made by
various Task Force Subconmittee
Chai r persons.)

(Wher eupon, the public testinony
portion of the neeting is opened.)

CHAI RVAN SINCLAIR: Wl I, why don't
you cone and tell us about your G eenway
activities. Wuld you tell your nane and
who you represent, and spell it for her

MR. EDMONDS: | am Ken Ednonds, East
Coast Greenway Alliance, and |'m based out
of Souderton, Pennsylvania. Does everybody
have their handout ?

CHAl RVAN SINCLAIR: | don't.

MR. EDMONDS: Before | make sone
conments about ny specific project I'm
wor ki ng on and bi ke/ ped issues, | had to go
up to George Washi ngton Bridge the other day
dealing with a bike/ ped issue up there.
was amazed. | was in eyeshot all the way

across Interstate 78 of trash trucks. |
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don't know if your commttee here has
addressed the trash issue or not, but | know
Pennsyl vania is the biggest inporter of
trash in the country. | was amazed com ng
acr oss.

Today | will tell you a little bit
about mnmy specific project at East Coast
Greenway, and | will touch a little bit on
t he ped/ bi ke issues in general and the
success of themin other parts of the
country. | found out about this task force
at a Del aware Vall ey Regi onal Pl anning
Commi ssion. There was a handout there, and
| | ooked at the website. | didn't see a
whol e | ot about bike/ped, and | thought |
would cone in and put a little plug in here.

My nane is Ken Ednmonds. [|'mthe
M d- Atl antic Coordinator for the East Coast
Greenway Alliance. The East Coast G eenway
is a 2,600-nmle bike/ped trail that's being
devel oped from Maine to Florida. The East
Coast Greenway Alliance doesn't build the
trails. W identify trail projects within a
chosen corridor and encourage | oca

conmunities in which the trail is being
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built to connect to the neighboring
conmunity's trail project. So we are hoping
to devel op a network.

The East Coast Greenway Alliance is
a non-profit organi zati on based out of Rhode
Island. There are 15 states and the
District of Colunbia involved in the
devel opnent of the East Coast G eenway. |If
you | ook at those maps on the inside of the
handout, you will see where the corridor has
been identified. What we try to do, we | ook
for bike/ped projects all within that route
line there and ask that the comunities
connect to it.

Qut of the 2,600 niles we have about
200 mles in place. There is about another
4 or 500 in the pipeline in sone sort of
pl anning stage. 64 mles of the East Coast
Greenway is planned for New Jersey, and if
you're interested in the exact corridor in
New Jersey, | have booklets that describe
that. There could be nore if certain Iinks
are devel oped. By connecting trails we hope
to get the best bang for our tax dollar and

create a network which becones a vita
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conmut er corridor, especially in the urban
ar eas.

Because it goes through cities,
call the East Coast G eenway the urban
versi on of the Appal achian Trail. People go
to the Appal achian Trail to get away fromit
all. You go to the East Coast Greenway to
get to it all. That's kind of a little play
we have there.

Concer ni ng congestion, there isn't
one easy answer to help curtail it. It wll
be a nunber of initiatives and
transportation options that will help solve
the problem One of those options is
mul tipurpose trails. | would like to
encour age the Congestion Buster Task Force
to consi der devel opnent of nulti purpose
trails and rail trails as a way to help
| essen congesti on.

Nat i onwi de, over 10,000 niles of
rail trails have al ready been devel oped.

The goal is 15,000 mles by 2005. The
success and popularity of trails are wel
docunent ed, especially in urban areas.

Trails should not be considered a facility
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just for recreation, but a vital conponent
to the conmuter matrix of transportation
options.

The top ten rail trails and
mul ti purpose trails now count over 1 million
user trips per year. Sone now attract 2
mllion user trips a year. In conparison,
consi der how much noney woul d be spent on a
road that has that nmuch usage, and with a
road you still don't have the environnmental
and health benefits that the trail gives to
t he community.

A recent report noted that one-third
of all weekday trail users in ngjor
metropolitan trail systems in Washi ngton,
D.C.; Seattle, Washington; and Tampa,
Florida, are commuters. So these trail
systens, each of them has over a mllion
users a year. One-third of themare
conmuters. |I'mtold that New York City, but
| haven't seen the stats yet, but New York
Cty --

CHAI RVAN SI NCLAIR:  Say that again.
Where is it that they have one-third?

MR. EDMONDS: One-third, you have
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got Washington, D.C., the Capitol Crescent

Trail; Seattle, Washington, you have the

Burke-G I man Trail; and in Tanpa, Florida,
you have the Pinellas Trail. Al count over
amllion users per year, a nillion trips.

A third of those have been identified as
conmuter trips, either kids going on

bi cycl es, people going to work, shopping
trips. |If you have ever been in any of
these cities and been on that trail, you
will see that the stats are not off,
especially in the sunmer nonths. They are
real ly packed.

In New York City, even though that's
not -- the Hudson River Greenway, even
though it's not a rail trail, clains to be
t he busi est nonmotorized corridor in the
country now. Portland, Oregon, reports that
in their region over 5,000 people per day
now commute by bicycle. They contribute
this to well-designed on-street and
of f-street ped/bike facilities and creating
public awareness so that people realize they
don't always have to travel in cars.

Portl and found that the average
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bi cycle comuter lived within 5 nmles of
work. | was in Portland in the '80s. | was
there for a few years, and we were just

begi nning to devel op this bike/ped network,
and | went there this past sumer. It's
amazi ng how they integrated the on-road and
of f-road systemns.

Anot her aspect of trails, energency
evacuation. It's kind of a newthing that's
just been recogni zed as of 9/11. Sone have
taken note that pedestrian trails were the
only way out for those involved in the 9/11
attacks in New York City and the Pentagon
The hi ghways were either clogged with
congestion or shut down.

As the interstates are considered
vital to national defense, there is now sone
consi deration that urban trails are vital in
enmer gency evacuation situations. |f
di saster was to happen in any nmjor city,
nost |ikely the roads and railroads could
not handle the rush of people. Most would
either | eave the area on foot or bicycle,
and a multipurpose trail can hel p provide

t he way out.
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As you del i berate ways to sol ve our
congesti on woes, please do not mnimze how
wel | -desi gned, multipurpose trails can be a
contributing factor in helping to solve our
congestion problens. Thank you for your
time.

CHAI RMAN SI NCLAIR: Thank you very
nmuch, Ken.

MR. EDMONDS: Any questions? And
do have a book which explains what's going
on.

CHAl RVAN SI NCLAIR Do we have
anybody el se that wants to testify? Do we
have anybody signed up back there? Ckay.

' mgoing to recess the hearing.

(Whereupon, a brief recess is
t aken.)

(Wher eupon, the neeting is adjourned

at 4:00 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATI ON

I, LUCILLE A KELLY, a Certified
Short hand Reporter and Notary Public of the State
of New Jersey, do hereby certify that the
foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of
the notes taken by ne in the above-captioned

matter.

LUCI LLE A. KELLY, CSR, RMR
Li cense No. XI 01052

Dat ed:

My Notary Commi ssion expires March 8, 2005
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