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MEMORANDUM

From: Eric Yermack, P.E.

To: File

Date: February 11, 2004

Re: Route 70 over Manasquan River

Community Involvement
Officials Briefing
February 2, 2004

Attendees: See Attached Attendance List

On Monday, February 02, 2004, at 10:30 AM, in therdBigh of Brielle Municipal Building, the
New Jersey Department of Transportation (NJDOTYH et Officials Briefing to inform public
officials from the surrounding municipalities ofetlstatus of the Route 70 over Manasquan River
project and the proposed plans for noise mitigatind reforestation. The meeting was opened by
Mr. Tony Marsella from NJDOT’s Office of Communifgelations. Mr. Marsella gave a brief
overview of the Department’s community outreaclor$f to date. Mr. Marsella requested that each
of the municipalities within the project limits: iBk Township, Borough of Brielle, Wall Township
and the Borough of Point Pleasant, all of whichBrepartment had invited to this meeting, give the
Department a Resolution of Support after the newbliP Information Center. The Public
Information Center will be held in Brielle at theuffis House on February 25, 2004 from 4:00 to
7:00 PM.

Mr. Marsella then asked Mr. Edward Tomaszewski froldDOT’'s Bureau of Environmental
Services, to present the results of the Departmembise study and the proposed methods of
mitigation. During his presentation Mr. Tomaszewskilized display boards showing noise
contours and impacted properties and an elevatiwh @oss sections of the noise wall. Mr.
Tomaszewski said that there are existing as wepaaential noise impacts to seven properties in
Brick Township and to properties along Cedar Leanset Drive and Riverview Drive in Brielle.
The Department is proposing to construct a noisk alang Route 70 Eastbound to mitigate the
impacts to the properties in Brielle. The wall wbbe approximately 1,800 feet long and vary in
height from approximately 10 to 16 feet above tbadway profile. The meeting attendees then
asked the following questions related to the noigk.

- Why can’t the noise wall be a constant height ofeE3?
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Mr. Tomaszewski answered that the additional heaglthe wall was not warranted and that at
the beginning of the wall it was mounted on tog clubstantial retaining wall.

- How high is the retaining wall?

Mr. Yermack answered that the retaining wall wasaximum height of approximately 20 feet,
and there would be a 17 foot high noise wall ondbfhat.

- What is being done for noise mitigation in Bricknfiship?

Mr. Tomaszewski answered that the impacts to thdoéttsville Road properties were existing
and would not be affected by the proposed projéictvould not be feasible to construct noise
walls to mitigate the impacts to the River Road Bfain Avenue properties.

- Have there been any studies about noise impacats §mund reflecting off Jersey Barrier? Are
there any sound-absorbing materials that can bel@se

Mr. Tomaszewski answered that he did not know gfstadies. There have been some uses of
sound-absorbing materials. However, they haveppdbrmed as well as expected and in some
cases they have become a maintenance problem.

- Will the noise wall in Brielle cause noise to béleeted to the properties in Wall Township and
create impacts that would not otherwise exist?

Mr. Tomaszewski answered that the residences i Yéanship are a good distance away from
the Route 70 corridor, and they benefit from haxangw of commercial establishments between
them and Route 70. The Department does not aate&ip negative noise impact to Wall

Township properties.

- Have the residences, which are impacted by nose botified by the Department?

Mr. Yermack answered that they had all been naotifi@pproximately 110 mailers were sent out
to the property owners closest to the Route 70idmrr It will be verified that all impacted
property owners were notified.

Mrs. Cindy Bloom-Cronin was then introduced and gfesented the proposed aesthetic treatment of
the noise walls and the Reforestation Plan utdjzirsplay boards with before and after pictureswit
renderings and a plan showing areas of deforestatd proposed areas of planting. She explained
that reforestation is required when there is ovexcte of tree removal and a public forum is reqlire
when there is over 1 acre of tree removal. Siheeetwill be more than 1 acre of tree removal on
this project, reforestation will be required. Tpelicy is to replant trees on the project site or o
other projects within the affected municipalitiaeg bot further than 5 miles from the project. hist

is not feasible, then funds would be provided ® ldcal municipalities so they could address their
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reforestation needs. No questions were asked d@heuproposed aesthetic treatment of the noise
wall. However, the following questions were askbdut the Reforestation Plan.

- What is the total area of trees being cleared?

Mrs. Bloom-Cronin answered that approximately 2aawill be cleared. However, because the
drainage design was still being worked on and giggtance concerns had not yet been reflected
on the plan, the exact area was still being detegthi

- What kind and size of plantings would be proposdatie Reforestation Plan?

Mrs. Bloom-Cronin answered that the Department @womy to replace trees with the same
species that would be cleared. For example, saweggreens are growing along Route 70
Eastbound, evergreens would be considered formptpalong the rear face (Cedar Lane side)
of the noise wall. The Reforestation Plan willcakspecify younger, smaller trees, because
replanting older, larger trees is more difficultdanas a lesser rate of success. However, the
proposed trees would not be insubstantial in size.

« Could noise impacts be mitigated through reforestét
Mrs. Bloom-Cronin answered that the Department wany to do this as much as possible.

There were no other technical questions relatethéonoise wall and reforestation presentations.
The meeting attendees were then given the oppoyttmask general questions about the project.

- The Mayor of Brielle asked if the noise wall cob&lconstructed first to mitigate the noise from
the construction of the project?

Mr. Yermack answered that this might be possifllae request would be considered during the
preparation of the construction staging and thestantion schedule. Mr. Yermack noted that
the Department was trying to minimize the overalladion of the construction project.

- How long will the construction of the project take?

Mr. Yermack answered that the estimated constmctioation was 2 %2 years.

- Wil the contractor abide by the local noise ordmta, which is 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM on
weekdays and 9:30 AM to 3:00 PM on Saturdays?

Mr. Yermack answered that the Department plannedn&ke the noise ordinance and the
restriction from parking on Cedar Lane contracturegments. These issues were raised at
previous public meetings. Mr. Yermack was thenvgled with a copy of the Brielle noise
ordinance. (See Attachment.)
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- When will the construction of the project start?

Mr. Yermack answered that the Department was ctiyrgpushing for an award of the
construction contract before June 30, 2005 if fesible.

- Are there Right of Way takings proposed for thiggut?
Mr. Yermack answered that there were proposed Rifjiitay takings in Brielle. The impacted
properties are along Cedar Lane. The proposeddgsakire a maximum for the properties closest

to the bridge and taper off as we tie back intoetkisting Route 70 alignment.

No additional questions or issues were raised la@anteeting was adjourned.

Attachments (2)

C: K. Patel — NJDOT
T. Marsella — NJDOT
E. Tomaszewski - NJDOT
C. Bloom-Cronin - NJDOT
D. Yacovino - Arora
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