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PROJECT NAME: Interstate Highway Route No. 287 -- Video Inspection/Pipe Cleaning 
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Applicant:   
Brendan K. Brock, MS, PWS, AWB 
Section Chief Environmental  
Environmental Services & Support Unit 
Division of Environmental Resources 
New Jersey Department of Transportation (NJDOT) 
1035 Parkway Ave 
Ewing, NJ 08618 
brendan.brock@dot.nj.gov 

 
 
 
 

  
Project Location: 
 

Road Municipality County Block(s) Lot(s) 
Interstate Highway Route No. 287 Franklin Township Somerset N/A N/A 
 
 
Jurisdictional Determination: 
 

Zone A Exempt Governmental 

 
Documents Received:  Application received March 10, 2025. Site location map (1 page) 
prepared by applicant.  
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Existing Conditions:  The project area consists of two sections of Interstate Highway Route 
No. 287 (I-287): 
 
Franklin Township:  Between Milepost 12.12 to Milepost 12.40, generally encompassing 
the area in the vicinity of I-287 Interchange 12 northwest to the Bridgewater Township 
embankment of the Raritan River; and  
 
Franklin Township:  Between Milepost 10.17 to Milepost 10.50, generally encompassing 
the area between Interchange 9 at River Road (Somerset County Route No. 622) east to 
Easton Avenue (Somerset County Route No. 527). 
 
Proposed Project:  The NJDOT proposes to conduct video inspections and wastewater pipe 
cleaning along the two sections of I-287 cited above.  Specifically, selected drainage 
systems would be cleaned and inspected to prevent subsurface soil loss that could affect 
pavement longevity.  The project does not propose any repair or rehabilitation work. 
 
Access to pipes would be undertaken through inlets, while the affected outfalls would be 
sealed to prevent contaminated water from entering waterways during the cleaning process.  
A vacuum truck would be used to remove debris from the pipes and inlets.  After cleaning, 
the outfall plug would be removed, and potable water would be flushed through the pipe to 
ensure no residual sediment, positive drainage, and absence of backflow.  Any 
sedimentation at the outfall will be manually moved aside to facilitate water flow.  If the 
NJDOT determines that an outfall is overly sedimented, it will be cleaned by hand to ensure 
adequate water flow to waterways. 
 
The project does not proposes the creation of any impervious surface coverage or land 
disturbance. 
 
Findings:  The applicant does not propose a “governmental project” in Commission Review 
Zone A, which is defined at N.J.A.C. 7:45-1.3 as the undertaking of a public improvement, 
disturbance, development, construction or land use change by a State department or agency, 
county, municipality or any other governmental entity except interior alterations to an 
existing structure that involves no change of use.  Therefore, the project is not subject to 
Commission jurisdiction. 
 
 
Decision:  Exempt.   
 
This jurisdictional determination shall lapse: 
 
1.  If construction is not complete within five years from the date of the exemption letter; 

or 
2.  If any municipal permit(s) or approval(s) applicable to the project expires, lapses, or is 

revoked. 
 
 
Expiration date:  March 28, 2030. 
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Sincerely, 
 

 
 
John Hutchison 
Executive Director 
 
 
 
 
c.   Somerset County Planning Board 
 Franklin Township Planning Board 
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