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Dear Ms. Knaster:

The Land Use Regnlation Program has reviewed the referenced application for Freshwater Wetlands
Statewide General Permit authorizatien pursuant to the requirenments of the Freshwater Wetlands
Protection Act Rules at NJLAC. 7:7A. The propoesed activity is authorized by Freshwater Weilands
Statewide General Permit No. 10A, which allows upgrading of existing roads and attendant features in
freshwater wetlands where the activities arc limgted to 100 feet or less for cach crossing of freshwater
wetlands and/ar State open waters; and the cummulative disturbance of freshwater wetlands, ransition area,
and State open waters ongile is limited to 0.25 acres or less.  In addition, the proposed activities include
those that ire authorized by a Transition Area Watver for Einear Development, which allows linear
development such as roads, drives, stormmwater management pipes, and other transmission lines not
associated with road crossing activitics awthorized by the Freshwater Wellands Statewide General Permiit
No. 10A,

Limit of Authorized Distorbance

Baged on plans, twenty-six (26} sheets, entitled: “Environmental Plans Route U.S. 9W Section 213, 3D
Contract No. 005910246%, dated 11/13/03 with revisions to sheets EP1, EP20, and EP21 dated 12715703
and signed by Pamice G, Malleus, P.E., the authotized activity involves perrnanent and temporary
disturbances of wetlands and transition areas. The roadway work consists of minor widening of shoulders
at five disjunct road areas described by the following:
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Segment 1 Route U.S. 9W at Montammy Drive - Route 115, 3W Milepost 5.12 to 543, The
existing roadway paverment will be widened on the southbound side {due to the constraint of the histonc
wall on the northbound side) to provide a 3.6m{11.81") wide and 49m (1617) long lcft turn iane, two 3.0m
{1081 travel lanes, and two 3.0m {9.%4") shonlders. The widening will result in the extension/relocation
of an existing 247 diameter concrete culvert. A 20m (66 gabion wall is proposed at the northwest corner
of the intersection to nonintize disturbance to the wethinds and right of way acquisition.

Segment 2 Route U.S. 9W at The Esplanade - Route 1.5, 9W Mileposi 5.95 to 8.18. A 49m(161’)
long and 3.6m [ 11.81) wide exchusive lelt turn lang will be added to the northbound roadway. Additionaily,
two 3.6m (1 1.81°) travel lanes and two 3.0m {3.84') shoulders will be provided.

Segment 3 Route U.5. 9W berween Hillside Avenue and Closter Duck Road - Route LS, 9W
Milepost 6.71 to 7.29. The overall highway section will provide a 3.6m {11.81") wide left turn northbound
lane at the Route U.5. YW imersections with Hillside Avenue 49m Jong {1617}, {Hen Goin Drive 49m long
(161" and Closter Dock Road 67 m long (220°). There will be a 3.6m (11.81") travel lane and J.0m (9.84)
shoulder in both the northbound and southbound directions along Route US. SW. A 4.5m (14.767) wode
exclusive right tum lane will be provided at the Closter Dock Roead intersection for the southbound exiting
traffic.

Segment 4 Route 1.5, %W at Alpinc Boy Scoul Camp Road — Reute 1.5, 9W Milepast 2.62 109.90.
A 49m (1607 long and 3.6m (11.81") wide exclusive left turn lsne will be provided te both the northound
and southbound directions of Route U5, 9%W. The southbound roadway, north of the intersection, will be
widened to provide a 3.0m (9.84") wide shoulder for bicycle traffic. South of the intersection, the
northbound roadway will be widened to provide a 3.0m (9.84") wide shoulder. The southbound roadway
will have a varying shoulder from 0.9m at the existing pedestrian overpass to 2.4m where it meets the
existing shoulder. The existing southbound bus stop will be relocated 1o the proposed southbound shoulder
further north of the inlersection. The northbound bus stop will zlso be relocated to the south to increase the
intersection sight distance, which was reduced by a bus stopping at the existing location.

{'ross road warning signs, W2-1, will be installed on the northbound and southbound approaches to the
Boy Scout Camp Road intersection in the vicinity of a substandard vertical curve. Trees and shrubs will be
removed along the northbound roadway, rotih of the intersection, and along the southbound roadway south
of the proposed retaining wall to improve sight distance.

Segment 5 Route U.5. 9% From Pzlisades Interstate Parkway Exit 45 to Exit 4N to the Lamont
Geological Ohservatory Driveway  Route U.S. 9W Mileposi 10,30 to 11.22. In the vicimity of the
intersection with the P.L.P. Exit 45, Route U.S. 9W will consist of a 3.6m (1 L.817) (ravel lane and a 2.4m
(7.87") shoulder in the northbound direction, and a 3.6m {11,817} left tum lane and 4.5m {14.767} travel
lane in the southbound diroction. I order to avoid impacting parkland and an historic rock wall along the
roadside, shoulder will not be provided for the southbound roadway.

North of the intersection, a 2.4m({7.87") shoulder will be provided in the northbound direction in order to
improve the sight distance along the curved roadway. This northbound shoulder will not be continued,
under the PIP overpass, duc 1o the presence of the existing abutment. The northbound roadway will consist
of a 4.5m (14.76") travel lane and 2 3.6m (11.817) exclusive left urn fane.  The southbound roadway.
aorih of the interscetion, will consist of 2 3.6m (11.81") travel lane as well as a 3.om (11.81") deceleralion
lane providing access 1o the northibound P.LF.
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The southbound roadway, south of the intersection, will consist ofa 3.6m {11.81°) and a 4.5m{14.76"}
travel lane. The two travel lanes will merge (o one 4.5m (14,767} travel lane to meet the proposed highway
section at the P.LP. Interchange 45. A 49m{i617) long and 3.3m (10.827) wide exclusive left turn lanc
will be added to the southbound roadway. The intersection of the Lamont Observatory entrance with Routc
L%, 9W will be relocated spprosimately 40m (130%) south of the cxisting location. The southbound
roadway will consist of a 3.6m (11.81") through lane with a varying right shouider of 1.21m (47} moin. to
3.0m (9.84°) max. in width. Tn the vicinity of the Obscrvatory entrance, the southhound 3.0m (9.847) nght
shonlder will be utilized as a bus stop. North of the entrance, the southbound roadway will consist of one
3.6m{11.81°) through lane and a 3.6m {11.81") left turn lane. To avoid impacting the existing right of
way, i retaining wall approximaiely 100m (320°) long by Im (4.84°) high will be constructed along the
southbound roadway. The northbound roadway will be widened in order to accommodate a through lane
which vares from 4.5m (14.76") 10 3.6m {1 1.817) in width. The right shoulder will vary in width trom
3.0m (9.847) max. 0 1.5m(4.92") min. The 3.0m (5.84") portion of the northbound right shoulder adjacent
to the Observatory entrance will be utilized as a bus stop. The northbound roadway, south of the
Observatory emmance will consist of 3 4.3m (14.767) through Jane. A right shoulder will not be provided in
this area in order to aveid impacting the existing historic rock watt. Guide rail will be mstalled along the
nothbound roadway in areas where the historic rock wall is present. An existing 600mm box culvert and
concrete headwall will be extended/relocated at the north end of the project. The Signal Ahead sign will be
maintained. All roadside utilities effected by the roadway widening will be relocated accordingly.

$tormwater runoff will be treated by maintaining sheetflow through existing umbrella-type over-the-
shoulder drainage and the installation of two in-ling stormecptors to be tocated at the Houte 3 interchange
with the Palisudes Interstatc Parkway and at a location along Route 9 southbound at approximately 230
feet south of Glen Goin Drive.

Any additional disturbance of freshwater wetlands or State open waters shall be considered a violation of
the Freshwater Wetlands Protection Act unless the activity is cxempl or a permit is obtained prior to the
start of the disturbance from the Land Use Regulation Program.

Permit Conditions

The activities allowed by this authorization shall comply with the following conditions. Failure to comply
with these conditions shall constitute a violation of the Freshwater Wellands Protection Act {N.J.3.A.
13.9B-1 et seq.).

Freshwater Wetlands General Permit No. 10A

1) The total amount of disturbance associated with this authorization shall not exceed 0.045 acres of
permanent wetland disturbance. The authorization of activities under this Freshwater Wellands
Stutewide General Permmt includes a transition area which has been determined by the Department
to be niceessary 1o accomplish the authorized activities. In addition, this permit to conduct a
regulated activity i a wetland or open water includes the Department’s approval of a Water
Quality Certiticate for these activities.

2} Any discharge of dredged or fill material shall consist of clean, suitable material tree from toxic
pottutants {see 40 CFR 401} In toxic amownts, and shall comply with all applicable Department
rules and specifications regarding use of dredged or fill rmaterial.

1) Prior to construction, the project site rmust be surveyed for the presence of turtles and any turtles
found st be reroved from the project work area to & nearby safe arca. Immediatcly following



NJDEP File No (200-03-0002.1 Pape 4

the survey, the construction site st be rmeompassed by silt lence or other gmall-meshed fencing
or cofferdatn to prevent turtles [rom re<ctngring the constriction area.

4) In order to protect the general fishery resources for the State open waters of the tributaries to the
Hudson River, grading or consuruction activities within the State open waters of this or any other
stream on sile arc probibited between May 1 to June 30 of each year. In addition, any activily
within the 100-year floodplain or flood hazard area draining to this watercourse which could
introduce sedirment into said stream(s) or which could cause an increase in the natural level of
turbidity is also prohibited during this period. The Department Teserves thie right to suspend all
regulated activities on site should it be detenmnined that the applicant has not aken proper
precautions to ensure continuous compliance with this condition.

Transition Area Special Activities Waiver for Linear Development

The Transition Area Special Activities Waiver for Linear Development authorizes cortain activities that
inchide 1he expansion, widening, or upgrading of onc or more cxisting paved or unpaved roads,
including attendant features such as shovlders and embankments. The activities allowe) by this
suthorization inchude minor widening to provide consistent shoulder widths along the aforementioned
roadway and drainage irmprovements. These activitics shall not exceed 0.478 acres of permanent
wetlund transition area disturbance and 0,624 acres of temporary fransition area disturbance,

The stated impacts are the minimum necessary o provide tar the safe management of traffic along
Route 9, especially the provision of shoulder widths for disabled vehicles and pedestrian'bicycle use.
Any additional disturbance of wetlands, transition areas andéor State open waters shall be considered a
violation of the Freshwater Wetlands Protection Act unless the activity is excmpt or 2 permit is obtained
from the Land Use Regulation Program prior o the start of the disturbance.

In addition 1o the conditions noted at N.JAC. 7:.7A 9.2 and 9.3, the following general condifions must be
met for the activity authorized under this Statewide General Permit:

Creneral conditions:

1} A1l i1l and other carth work on the lands enconpassed within this permit authorization shall be
stabilized in acoordance with "Standards for Soil Erosion and Scdiment Control in New Jersey” 10
prevent eroded soil from entering adiacent walerways o wetlands at any time during and
subscquent to construction.

2} This permit is revocable in accordance with NJDEP resilations and State law.

1} The issuance of this permmit shall not be deemed to atfect in any way other actions by the
Department on any future application.

4) The activities shown on the approved plans shall be constructed andfor executed in conformity with
any hotes and details on said plans and any conditions stipufated herein,

5) No change in plans or specitications shall be made except with the prior written permission of the
Drepartment.
) The granting of this authorization shall not be construed in any way 10 affect the title or ownership

of the property, and shall not make the Department or the State a party in any suit or question of
ownership of the property.
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7} This permit is not valid and no work shall be underiaken pursuant to this authorization until atl
ather required federal, state, and local approvals, licenses and permmits necessary for
commencement of work onsite have been obtained

8) A completc, legible copy of this permit shall be kept 1t the work site and shall be exhibited upon
request of any person.

9 The perniittec shall allow the Program the right to inspect the construction site and also shall
provide the Burcau of Coustal and L.and Enforcement, NJDEP (P.Q). Box 401, 4™ Floor, T'renton,
NJ GR625-0401) with written notification 7 days prior to the start of the authorized work,

L] “This authorization is vahd for five years from the date of this letter uniess more stringent standards
arc adopted by rule prior to this date.

water Quality Certificate:
This letter of authorization to conduct a regulated activity in a wetland or open water includes the
Program's approval of a Water Quality Certificate for these activities.

Apypeal of Decisinn

Any interested party who considers hinsell ot hersell aggrieved by this permit decision nmay request 4
hearing by addressing a written request for such hearing to the following address: Office of Legal Affairs,
Department of Environmental Protection and Energy, P.0). Box 402, Trenton, NJ 086250402, Auention:
Adjudicatory Heaning Requests.

1f you have any guestions regarding this Freshwater Wellands Statewide General Permit authonzation,
pleasc contact William Mc Laughlin of my staff al the address above, phone {609) 384-0195, or cmail
(William McLaughlingsdep.state.n).us}. Please refirence the permit {ile number 1 any COmTLnica ion
concerning this action.

Sincercly,

Robert N. Cubberiey ‘g]
Envirgnmental Scientist 1

Land Use Repulation Program

Attachment (approved plans)

Whicl
< wiplans Borough of Tenafly Municipal C lerk
Borough of Alpine Municipal Clerk
W0 plans Borough of Tenafly Planning Board

Borough of Alpinc Planning Beard
Bergen County Planning Board



