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New Jersey Department of Transportation 

1035 Parkway Avenue, PO Box 600, Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0600 
  

Baseline Document Change Announcement 
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENT: BDC19T-01 
 
DATE: August 21, 2019 
 
SUBJECT: Design Exception Manual 

- Release of the Design Exception Manual, 2019 
 
REFERENCE:  Controlling Design Elements Revisions 

- Update to “Section 1 – Introduction” of the Roadway Design 
Manual, 2015 

 
 BDCMR-01 dated August 22, 2019 

 
 

The Design Exception Manual, 2019 is hereby released. Major changes to the 2012 Edition of the 
Design Excption Manual are as follows: 
 
Section 1.0 General – Various clarifications and links added. 
 
Section 2.0 Controlling Design Elements – Rewritten: 

• Section 2.1 - Design Exception Type 1 NHS roadways with Design Speeds ≥ 50 MPH 
• Section 2.2 - Design Exception Type 2 NHS roadways with Design Speeds < 50 MPH 
• Section 2.3 - Design Exception Type 3 Major Access/Developer Projects (all design Speeds) 

 
Section 2.4 - New section added 

• Vertical Clearance Department of Defense (Bridges over Interstates) 
 
 
Section 2.5 - New section added 

• Vertical Clearance – Rail Road bridges 
 
Section 3.0 – Resource publications added with links 
 
Section 4.0 - Project Types Requiring a Design Exception – clarifications added 
 
Section 5.0 – Projects exempt from the Design Exception Procedure - clarification added  
 
Section 5.1 - Preventive Maintenance Projects- clarification added 

• 5.1.1 Roadway Activities; 1st bullet; Pavement resurfacing…. 
 
Section 5.3 - State Aid projects – Rewritten for clarity.  (The intent was not changed.) 
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