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Sample SI&A and Pontis Reporting Guidelines for Culverts 
1
 

SI&A Item 

Culvert Type 

Culvert with fill 
Culvert without fill 

2
 

(no overlay) 

Culvert without fill 
2
 

 (with overlay) 

43b 19 19 19 

51 Refer to Note A below Refer to Note A below Refer to Note A below 

52 Refer to Note B below Refer to Note B below Refer to Note B below 

58 N N N 

59 N N N 

60 N N N 

62 Numeric Value Numeric Value Numeric Value 

107 N Numeric Value Numeric Value 

108a N Numeric Value 6 - Bituminous overlay 

108b N Numeric Value Numeric Value 

108c N Numeric Value Numeric Value 

AU Refer to Note C below Refer to Note C below Refer to Note C below 

Pontis Deck Elements  Not to be coded - N/A Not to be coded - N/A Not to be coded - N/A 

Pontis Culvert Elements 

(240 - 243) 
Refer to Note D below Refer to Note D below Refer to Note D below 

1
 Field Notes shall include “Culvert” sheet rather than “Superstructure” and “Substructure” sheets. Choose “Deck” or 

“Roadway” sheet as required. See Note F below for additional details. 
2
 Only applicable to either a Box Culvert or a Slab being reported as a culvert in accordance with this memorandum. 
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Additional Notes: 

 

A. Item 51 – Bridge Roadway Width, Curb-to-Curb 

1.  Code 0000 where roadway is on fill carried across the structure and headwalls or parapets do not affect traffic 

flow 

2.  Code numeric value (XXX.X feet) where traffic runs directly on the top of culvert (or wearing surface) 

without fill (This will also apply where fill is minimal and headwalls or parapets affect the flow of traffic) 

 

B.  Item 52 – Deck Width, Out-to-Out 

1.  Code 0000 where roadway is on fill carried across the structure and headwalls or parapets do not affect traffic 

flow 

2.  Code numeric value (XXX.X feet) where traffic runs directly on the top of culvert (or wearing surface) 

without fill (This will also apply where fill is minimal and headwalls or parapets affect the flow of traffic) 

 

C.  Four additional codes will be added to Item AU – Additional Structure Type, in order to satisfy the requirements of 

this memorandum. These will include: 

N Arch coded as Culvert 

O Frame coded as Culvert 

P Slab coded as Culvert 

Q Other type coded as Culvert 
 

D.  Pontis Element for Culvert shall be coded in accordance with the Pontis Coding Guide: 

 240 Steel 

 241 Concrete 

 242  Timber 

243 Other 
 

E.  For any structures that were previously coded as Frames, Arches, Slabs, etc. that meet the criteria of a culvert as 

defined in this memorandum, due consideration shall be given to verify/update the Inspection Report and the SI&A 

and Pontis Coding, specifically: 

 1. NBI Items 43b, 51, 52, 58, 59, 60, 62, 107, 108a, 108b, and 108c 

 2. State Items AM, AU, BF, BG, BH, and BJ 

 3. Pontis Elements for Superstructure, Substructure, Culvert, and Wearing Surface (Element 13) 

 

F.  The Field Notes of the Bridge Inspection Report will need to be updated as per this memorandum. For instance, a 

bridge previously containing “Superstructure” and “Substructure” sheets, that will now be regarded as a culvert, will 

need to have the field notes adjusted. Rather than forcing the superstructure and substructure elements into the 

existing “Culvert” sheet, we will be leaving the Field Notes as-is, and simply relabeling the titles of the following 

sheets, as applicable;  

 

Existing Field Notes Sheet Title Modified Field Notes Sheet Title 

SUPERSTRUCTURE CULVERT (SUPERSTRUCTURE) 

SUPERSTRUCTURE  

(ARCH) 

CULVERT (SUPERSTRUCTURE) 

(ARCH) 

SUPERSTRUCTURE  

(RIGID FRAME) 

CULVERT (SUPERSTRUCTURE) 

(RIGID FRAME) 
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SUBSTRUCTURE  CULVERT (SUBSTRUCTURE) 

SUBSTRUCTURE  

(ARCH/FRAME) 

CULVERT (SUBSTRUCTURE) 

(ARCH/FRAME) 

SUBSTRUCTURE/SCOUR CULVERT/SCOUR 

 

 Remember that in addition to changing the title of each applicable sheet, you will also need to change the Condition 

Rating in the upper-right hand corner of each sheet to represent Item 62 for Culvert (rather than Item 59 or 60). So for 

a Girder-type bridge that will be regarded as a culvert in accordance with this memorandum, the existing field notes 

sheets will not be changed except for the titles and condition ratings at the top of each applicable sheet. 

 

At the bottom of each modified field notes sheet, include a note indicating that the field notes have been modified as 

per this memorandum (mention by name and date). See the modified Superstructure sheet below for example. 

 

 
 

G.  The Inspection Report (specifically the Conclusion and Recommendations section) shall clearly specify the type 

of design (i.e. Box Culvert, Frame, Arch, Slab, etc.) for any structures that meet the criteria of a culvert as 

defined in this memorandum. The structure should be load rated according to the design type. 




