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Metucheni has lighted a path, literally in -

-hopes of motorists and pedestrians from *"
‘ i 7 funding is that we do enforcement,” Tem-

colliding on Main Street.

AtaheavﬂytraveledsputneartheMe—M 50 his assignmen!
“talking to business owners'and pedesfrians -
'mtbemwalernhemtothenewsystem

wuchen train station, the borougti:has in-"
stalled a crosswalk with runway-style lights

embedded in the street. By doing so, Me-" -
~ taichen becomes the fourth community in:.
New Jersey to try the newest 'method to: =
slmtd:ivasthattheyaren‘t.theonﬁones--

on the road. i

. That's an increasing problem in Metu-
nhmatownawashinhaﬂc&oml%nute
27, Amboy Avenue, New Durham Road
andla:gehighwmmchnsﬂoutezm

“It's the biggest issue we have in town,”:

said Cpl Jeff Temple, the traffic safety offi-
_carfor the borough police department.

Bﬂght.hrﬂashMgtht.sarerustonepar&
of the borough's campaign to promote pe-
destrlansatety ;

:“Ome of the requirements for federal

t now inclades

and warn against jaywalking. .
" “You don't want to write up the world”

for such a-minor offense but residents and’

visitors need to be aware of the hazards,
said Metuchen Police Chief James Keane.
Since borough officials applied for fed-
eral traffic safety funds through the state
Department of Transportation -last fall,
two elderly Metuchen residents have been
struck and killed by cars, Temple said.
Both-were in the business district area —

'onNewSt.reef.,justnrmmdthecomer&om

the crosswalk. - )
“Even with the.crosswalk lights, we

'don‘t want, people o feel mﬂmerable."

Keane said. l
'I‘omldmnmsinformot.oﬁsts,the
ﬂmdjnglsearma:kedforlmumswnere
there are no traffic signals, Temple said.
That fits the description of the Metuchen
site, which is Main Street and Pennsylva-
niaAveme,theeﬁtmncewthetramsta-
tion.

eral traffic safety funds funneled through
the state Transportation Department. The

borough is providing an extra $5,500 to .

make sure the equipment blends in with

'Ihewnrkwasﬂ.mdedbyf&l%ﬁtnfed—' :

oneoanodbudgeA\fenueg.r_yd_theot.her [See WALK, Page 361 light dispiay that alerts motorists that the crosswalk Is in use.
WAI_K eslgned to last five to seven years,  system, developed by Flight; Light
2 and the metal casings can be un- - Inc, of Sacramento, Calif, between
'CONTINUED FROMPAGE35 3“;:"‘1 mmp‘z;f d‘z}:"‘}:‘; T ;?ﬁem ;ﬂmﬁg‘:
Crosswalk fitted e Do o e veurs e mllcpcticl ey
with lights scross East Broad Sireet in West. It docs seem I be coompll

field in front of Temple Emanu-El,
as gracefully wmmgshreena,mm where a member of the congrega-
By pressing a button, pedestri- tion was stfuck and killed by & car
ans will trigger a light display while - while crossing the street in 1009,
they cross the street. The lights are Bm]l.ngton Gmmtymstaﬂedthe

man Micah Rasmussen, but he
added it Is too soon to declare vic-
tory. “The traffic guys like to have

'tlreeyearsu{data'bel'm'emey
. draw conclusions.”

In Westfield, the flashing lights
“gre hard to 'see during the day,
but it's in the evening when we ac-
tually have the problem” with pe-
destrian safety, said Sgt. Terence
Gillespie .of the Westfield Traffic
Bureau. To supplement the cross-
walk, -the town added flashing
lights on poles at the crossing.
© “It’s working out all right,”
Gillespie said. “We haven't had any
fatalities.”

Joe Tyrrell covers Metuchm He
can be reached at jlyrrell@staried-

" ger.com or (732) 634-6482.
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