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 The Board does not consider the incident in question to meet the definition of an accident. The 
case law determines that an accident may be found “in an unanticipated consequence of an intended 
external event if that consequence is extraordinary or unusual in common experience.” Richardson, 192 
N.J. at 201 (citing Russo v. Teachers’ Pension & Annuity Fund, 62 N.J. 142, 154 1973). “We are satisfied 
that disability or death in such common experiences is not accidental within the meaning of a pension 
statute when all that appears is that the employee was doing his usual work in the usual way.” Russo, 62 
N.J. at 154 (cited in Richardson, 62 N.J. at 201).  is not 
an unintended external event where the consequence of the event is extraordinary in common 
experience. While an undesigned and unexpected event can occur during ordinary work effort, such as 

, the work effort alone cannot be considered an 
accident. Ms. Crespo’s allegations do not change the fact that the incident itself cannot be considered 
undesigned and unexpected.  

 
 

CONCLUSION 

Based on the legal errors listed, the Board rejects the ID’s conclusions respective to the 
discussions in which they are applied. For all of the foregoing reasons, Ms. Crespo’s AD application is 
denied; she will receive OD benefits. This correspondence shall constitute the Final Administrative 
Determination of the PFRSNJ Board of Trustees. 

 
 You have the right, if you wish, to appeal this final administrative determination to the Superior 
Court of New Jersey, Appellate Division, within 45 days of the date of this letter in accordance with the 
Rules Governing the Courts of the State of New Jersey. 

 
 

  
 Sincerely, 

  
 Lisa Pointer 
 Board Secretary 
 Police and Firemen’s Retirement System of New Jersey 
 
G-10/sb 
c: Elizabeth Crespo  
 Thomas R. Hower, Esq., PFRSNJ Staff Attorney (ET)  
 Nels J. Lauritzen, Esq., PFRSNJ Deputy Director of Legal Affairs (ET) 
 OAL, Attn: Library (ET) 
  




