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The New Jersey Black Heritage Trail and State Historical Marker Programs 

 
Scope of Work 
Historical Marker 
 
Historical Marker Scope of Work 
The New Jersey Historical Commission is currently seeking proposals for the fabrication of cast 
aluminum historical markers for two agency programs: the New Jersey Black Heritage Trail and 
the State Historical Marker Program’s 250th initiative. The cast aluminum marker will reflect the 
essence of the Black Heritage Trail and State Historical Marker programs to convey their 
significance and purpose. Proposals will be accepted from August 28, 2025 until September 5, 
2025. 
 
New Jersey Historical Commission   
The New Jersey Historical Commission (NJHC) is a state agency dedicated to the advancement 
of public knowledge and preservation of New Jersey history. Established by law in 1967, its 
work is founded on the fundamental belief that an understanding of our shared heritage is 
essential to sustaining a cohesive and robust democracy.  
 
The New Jersey Black Heritage Trail Program 
On September 7, 2022, Governor Phil Murphy signed L. 2022, c. 102, which calls for the New 
Jersey Historical Commission to establish a Black Heritage Trail “to promote awareness and 
appreciation of Black history, heritage, and culture,” that will “highlight Black heritage sites 
through historical markers and a trail-like path that connect the stories of Black life and 
resiliency.” The Black Heritage Trail program coordinates the design, fabrication, and 
installation of historic markers to commemorate people, places, and events related to Black 
history and heritage as described below.  
 
State Historical Marker Program 
N.J.S.A. 18A:73-25.6 and N.J.S.A. 18A:73-25.7 call for the New Jersey Historical Commission 
to develop a program to “identify and propose sites of historical and cultural significance in the 
State, to be recognized by the placement of roadside markers.” As the next step in this program 
and pursuant to the authority granted to the Historical Commission to “formulate and implement 
a program for the observance of the historical aspects of the 250th anniversary of the 
independence of the United States and of the first Constitution of this State” pursuant to N.J.S.A. 
52:9P-15, the Historical Commission is now accepting applications from local government units, 
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nonprofit charitable organizations, civic organizations, and members of the public to request new 
markers that examine the American Revolution’s origins and legacy in addition to requests to 
replace State-owned 20th century markers.  

Fabrication Services  
The chosen fabricator will be responsible for fabricating the historical markers at for installation 
at designated sites as needed in New Jersey. The marker must be cast aluminum and fit the 
specifications below. The selected fabricator will need to present a timeline for completing the 
project.  
 
Marker Specifications  
Number: Up to 75 cast aluminum markers annually 
Size: 30” x 42” 
New Jersey Black Heritage Trail Marker Color: White/Gold/Black 
State Marker Program Marker Color: Navy Blue/White 
Pole Height: 7 feet  
Title Text: 2” letter 
Marker Text: 1” letters 
Credit Line Text: 5/8” letters 
 
Maximum Amount for Bid  
Up to $225,000 annually for three years.  
 
Scope of Work 
After being selected for the project, the individual or organization will perform the following 
tasks: 

• REPOSTED deadline for proposals: September 5, 2025 
• Bid selection: September 19, 2025 
• NJHC initial meeting with fabricator: October 2025 
• Marker fabrication period begins: October 2025, ongoing annually 
• Delivery of markers by October 1, 2026, ongoing annually 

 
Terms of Contract: 
The New Jersey Historical Commission will negotiate contract terms upon selection. The 
selection process is subject to the following terms. All contracts are subject to review by NJHC 
staff and/or the Department of State’s legal counsel as needed. The project will be awarded 
subject to approval and signing of an agreement or contract by the designated commission staff. 
The agreement will outline the scope, terms, budget, and other relevant information for the 
project.  
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Proposal Requirements/Guidelines 
This process is open and competitive for reputable and qualified historical marker fabricating 
organizations and individuals. The proposals will be thoroughly reviewed and evaluated based 
on capability, resources, and pricing. The project award will be given based on the quality of the 
proposal and the proven track records of individuals and organizations. The New Jersey 
Historical Commission reserves the right to accept or reject any proposal, as it deems necessary 
for the best interest of the program. The proposal should include the following: 
 

• Register on NJ START at https://www.njstart.gov/bso/ (before selection) 
• Vendors must have a valid business registration certificate which may be obtained at 

http://www.nj.gov/njbusiness/starting.  
 

• Four samples of historical markers produced. 
 

Submission of Proposal  
Proposals are due by September 5, 2025    
Questions? Contact: njblackheritagetrail@sos.nj.gov or njhc.programs@sos.nj.gov  
Subject Line: NJHC Marker Fabrication  
 

https://www.njstart.gov/bso/
http://www.nj.gov/njbusiness/starting
mailto:njblackheritagetrail@sos.nj.gov
mailto:njhc.programs@sos.nj.gov
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